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“Monopoly is a great enemy to good management, which 
can never be universally established but in consequence of 
that free and universal competition which forces everybody 
to have recourse to it for the sake of self defense.” Adam 
Smith, in “The Wealth of Nations.” 


The End of the Inter-State String. 


The Bell Telephone Company is trying to keep secret its pur- 





chase of control of the Inter-State Telephone Company, of Illi 
nois. It is afraid to acknowledge the purchase because it can- 
not legally own the Inter-State company It does not care for 
another decision from the Supreme Court which ruled on the 
Kellogg case 


Here are some of the features in this latest telephone 


“mystery”: 

Hank Evans, who was the holder of the heaviest individual 
interest in the Inter-State, is known to have been looking for 
Bell. 


a “good trade.” 


a chance to sell out to the He has been pulling wires for 
more than a year, to. get 


C.. 5. 


present purchasers, or has been trying, for personal reasons, to 


Cheadle has been either worried about the sale to the 


throw dust in the eyes of some outsiders. Independent ob- 
servers say Cheadle acts as if he knew it was a Bell deal, was 
ashamed of his share in it, and was trying to keep the truth 
concealed until he could cover himself at other points 

The price paid for a controlling interest was 25 per cent 
more than current opinion established as the worth of the se- 
What 


The temporary opportunity to charge monopoly rates, 


curities was the value delivered in the additional 15 
points ? 
and a possible temporary barrier to certain Independent con- 
nections with Chicago! 

This property was not purchased for investment and develop- 
ment; $51,000 was turned back, after the purchasers were sure 
of control. 

Harrison and Reynolds, who acted as go-betweens in the 
trade, are from Wauseon, Ohio, where Jim Brailey hailed from 
as a youth. 

The Octopus, according to the habit of its species, is throw- 
ing out a cloud of ink to conceal its moves. 

People concerned in the deal have been trying to spread the 
impression that this property was secretly purchased by the 
firm of J. P. Morgan & Co. They are guilty of deception in so 
doing, and they know it. This property was not purchased by 


or for J. P. Morgan & Co. 
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Morgan must feel it is friendly flattery of the Bell people 
when their agents insinuate that he purchased the Inter-State 


bonds at 60! 

Anyone who wants to follow a crooked trail may get the 
inside story of this Inter-State deal. He may hunt for evidence 
in Toledo, Ohio, where Jim Brailey has been in collaboration 
with the Bell people. 

No one wants the Inter-State property turned back to Hank 
Evans and his crowd; no one wants to buy and operate a prop 
erty which has been so handled as this; and if the Bell people 
are stung for another “elephant,” they are the ones who have 
the grounds for complaint 

But if any persons—as for example, the people charged by 
the nation with the enforcement of its anti-trust laws—want 
to know where the Inter-State control is really held, let them 


look in the Bell pocket. They won't find the stock and bonds 


That would be against the law. But they will find a lily white 
hand, clutching tightly one end of a stout string 


It was against the law for the Bell company to buy the Inte 


State 3ut it wanted it SO much! 





The Rural Telephone Guerilla. 


Free service and cut rates, cut below cost, have been the 


subject of resolutions at nearly every telephone convention 


this year. They are evils which must be gradually worked out 
of the business. Legislation is necessary, perhaps, before the 
Independents can bring their greatest rival into line for im- 
provement. But a good deal of house cleaning can be done 
right in the Independent camp, by education and co-operation. 
Read this letter: 

“In your issue of May 28, on 681, there is an article 


‘The 


important that it should be considered by every telephone man 


page 


under the title Rural Telephone Guerilla,’ which is so 


throughout the country. The article closes with the following 
words: ‘What is the answer?’ 

“T am not assuming to answer fully the questions propounded 
in the article, but I want to re-affirm what the writer has said 
in the article, as well as the editorial introduction at the 
beginning of the article, ‘Cut-rate service is an evil which is 
going to be.fought with vigor in the telephone business during 
the next few years.’ The writer of the article in your paper 
perhaps refers to that set of men who go through the country 
promoting telephone companies or lines for the purpose of 
selling material to them, and possibly taking a small part of the 
stock and then leaving the community. I believe all will agree 


that the day for such operations, to a large extent, is ended 
“The trouble now is not with new organizations, or new com- 
The 


telephone business today is the ‘telephone guerilla’ who is 


panies building and cutting rates. difficulty with the 


already in the business. We read a great deal in many of the 
journals about the Bell and Independent systems, but the Bell 
only succeeds in a locality because of the continual warfare of 
one Independent company against another. 

“An Independent company has been organized, built up some 
exchanges and some rural lines and is doing a fairly good 
business at a fairly good price. Another Independent com- 


pany covering a part of the same territory immediately offers 
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free service to the farmers’ lines that will connect with its 
particular switch or exchange and offers a reward of its entire 
system for twenty miles around or more as an inducement to 
get them to leave another Independent switchboard or ex 
change. Then it proceeds to run a few lines out into the 
country paralleling the other farmer or Independent lines, tak- 
ing men on at a less price than they are paying, all for the 
purpose, as it sometimes says, ‘of getting even with the other 
fellow.’ The result is that both companies are compelled to 
do business for less than it is worth, all parties interested lose 
money, and very soon the community will have very poor 
service because neither company can afford to give anything 
better. Then some larger company, sometimes the Bell, comes 
in, and with both the Independents thoroughly weakened by 
continuous warfare upon each other and cutting of rates, pro 
ceeds to establish a system rendering good service, and soon 
has the entire matter under its control 

“The greatest trouble today, in the judgment of the writer, 
with the Independent telephone business is not the competi 
tion of the Bell people, but the cut-rate evil among Independ 
ent companies. If all the Independent companies that are 
doing business would be fair with one another and divide up 
the territory in a proper manner, there is plenty of busines 
for all of them and more. Then why not charge everybod 
such a price as to bring a fair return to the investor? 
business the Association of Independent tel 


“The best 


phone companies can engage in, is an attempt to regulate and 


control by persuasion, education, or otherwise, Independent 
companies to the end that they may put their plants upon a 
business basis and continue them there. Where for any reason 
two companies have been originally organized let them, by 
their advice and counsel, assist the bringing together of these 
several Independent plants, dividing the territory and fixing a 
reasonable rate for service. If this were done, the funds for 
building Independent plants would be easily procured, and the 
victory for Independent telephone service at a fair price both 
to the user and producer would be accomplished 

“T insist that the real ‘telephone guerilla’ today is the man 
in the business, apparently as an investor and a business man, 
who is continuously cutting rates and soliciting business at a 
lower price than he or any one else can furnish service. What 
is the remedy for this?” 

What is it? 


—* 





Regulation by the Interstate Commerce Commission. 


The National Association, and many State Associations see 
an opportunity to remedy many evils which have afflicted the 
Con 


telephone business through regulation by the Interstate 


inerce commission. They are urging Congress to enact the 


proper laws, as a feature of the railway bill, now before botl 
houses 
Elson bill alaw 


Pub 


The same influence which tried to make the 
in Ohio will be active against regulation at Washington. 
lic opinion and the newspapers were alert in the Elson bill 
fight, and the measure was killed. 

Government regulation of the type needed can only be secured 
by concentrated activity in all parts of the country in the next 


few days. 











‘The Campaign for 


independents Seeking Control by Interstate Commerce Commission—Activity of National Association—State 
Anti-Discrimination Resolutions Forwarded to Congress—Local Publicity Desirable—All 
Representatives and Senators Should be Notified of Local Sentiment. 


The Congress of the United States is considering, in con- 
ference of the Senate and House of Representatives, the 
railroad bill which has been the subject of wide spread National 
discussion. At the present time, this bill contains a provision 
that telephone and telegraph companies shall be placed under 
the supervision and control of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission. It is likely that powerful interests at Washington 
will endeavor to have this provision removed from the bill 
before the hour of its final passage. Furthermore it seems 
doubtful if the amendment to the bill is so worded as to give 
the Interstate Commerce Commission ample powers to regu 
late interstate telephone traffic, and eliminate all the abuses 
which have crept into the business 

Che Independent telephone companies throughout the country 
are keenly interested in securing the passage of this law. They 
will find it easy to enlist public support for this regulation, 
and, this week and from now until the bill is disposed of 
finally, should exert every effort which will impress every 
senator and representative with the desirability of making it 
his personal duty to get this branch of the law enacted in such 
a manner that it may be immediately and amply enforced with- 
out expensive litigation to determine its meaning. 

The public and the Independent telephone companies find 
the chief necessity for the passage of such a law where the 
Bell telephone company charges extraordinarily high rates in 
some places where it has no competition, and low rates, giving 
service below cost, at other places where competition is keen. 
The low rates are given until the Independent company is 
driven out of business, when charges are again raised to high 
levels. 

\ point which may come up for consideration is the inter 
hange of service between long distance lines, on the same 
principles which make railways common carriers, allowing each 
to deliver messages furnished to its terminal point by their 
ines irrespective of ownership. 

[he National Association has been making a very active 
‘ampaign to secure the enactment of this measure, and is 
irging all Independent telephone companies to second its ef- 
forts promptly and vigorously. The Association has sent to 
members of the Senate and the House of Representatives the 
following letter: 

Dear Sir: Chicago, Ill., June 1. 1910. 

“House Roll 17,536, known as the “Railroad Bill,” as it 
passed the House, contained a provision placing telephone and 
elegraph companies under the jurisdiction of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. An amendment has been made to the 
ill pending in the Senate containing the following provision: 

“The telegraph and telephone companies (except wireless) 
ransacting an interstate business are hereby placed under the 

ipervision and control of the interstate commerce commission, 
subject to the provisions of an act to regulate commerce ap- 
Proved Feb. 4, 1887, which are applicable thereto.” 

‘Owing to the fact that the provisions of the Interstate 

ommerce Act refer particularly to the regulation of rail 

ad companies and the transportation of freight and pas 
engers, we are of the opinion that few of the provisions of 
he law will be found applicable to telegraph and telephone 
ompanies, and doubt if the amendment will accomplish the 
purpose intended, and trust, therefore, that the provisions of 
the bill as originally adopted by the House will be retained. 

“At the present time. the American Telephone & Telegraph 
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Company, popularly known as the ‘telephone trust,’ is making 
an effort to establish a monopoly of all wire-using companies. 
Note the recent purchases by that company of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company and of large Independent telephone 
companies in West Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, 
Iowa, Kansas, and other states. All of the companies pur- 
chased were engaged in interstate commerce. The purchases 
made constitute flagrant violations of the anti-trust law. Al- 
though nearly a year has passed, no prosecutions have been 
started by the government nor have any steps been taken to 
prevent further violations of the act 

“Senator W. Murray Crane, of Massachusetts, a member of 
the executive committee of the American Telephone & Tele 
graph Company, was one of the committee on Interstate Com 
merce joining in a report upon the Railroad Bill, which con 
tained among other things, the following statement: 

“Some criticism of this section has been made upon the 
ground that it did not prohibit the acquisition by means of a 
holding corporation of stocks of competing lines of railway. 
The provisions of the Sherman anti-trust law so completely 
cover that ground that the committee deemed it unnecessary to 
attempt a repetition of those prohibitions in this act. For the 
same reason it was not deemed expedient to attempt to deal 
with the question of combinations of express companies or tele- 
graph and telephone companies, because where such com 
binations constitute a restraint of trade the Sherman act af- 
fords ample authority to reach and prevent them.” 

“In view of the fact that the Sherman law as a matter of 
fact does not seem to deter Senator Crane and his associates 
in their purchase of competing interstate telephone and tele 
graph companies although such purchases do constitute a 
restraint of trade, we deem it of the utmost importance that a 
special provision be placed in the pending bill preventing the 
merger in any manner or form of competing telephone and 
telegraph companies as well as competing railway companies. 

“We enclose herewith copies of resolutions recently adopted 
by various state Independent Telephone Associations. For a con 
cise and clear cut statement of the existing telephone situation, 
we commend to your notice resolution adopted in the state of 
Missouri. 

“Trusting that the pending bill may be so amended as to 
abate the evils complained of, we are, 

“Yours most respectiully, 
“NATIONAL INDEPENDENT TELE 
PHONE ASSOCIATION, 
By FRANK H. WOODS, President.” 

Enclosed with this letter were the resolutions presented at 
the Missouri, Kansas, and the Indiana and Michigan joint 
conventions. 

It is urged that this control of the business is the only 
proper method of assuring the elimination of some of the most 
severe handicaps upon competitive operation and the practice 
of rebating, granting free service for the purpose of acquiring 
local influence, of keeping persons from using the lines of the 
competitor, etc. The Association urges upon all affiliated tele- 
phone men, that they actively represent to stockholders and 
their associates interested in the maintenance of competition, 
the great benefits which will come to the public and the In- 
dependent telephone business through the passage of such 
laws, and urge them to communicate at once, by wire if pos- 
sible, with their representatives and senators at Washington 
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Topeka Independent Telephone Company 


One of the Gary Properties—-A Capital City Plant—A Fine Prorerty— Real Renewal Reserves 
A Great Organization. 


By J. C. Kelsey 


Every dog has his day. So sang some obscure poet years 
and years ago. 

Kansas cyclones, Kansas grasshoppers, dry weather and myth 
ical monsters have had their day, too. 

Kansas went through all the thrills and horrors of lean and 
fat years with cheerfulness. She endured old clothes philan- 
thropy during the grasshoppers, and many a man on the dis- 
rich in passing out alms to the 


tribution committee 


starved ones. 


grew 


Kansas was presumed to have a cyclone center. Being born 
in Kansas in 1872, I never had the privilege of being in a 
cyclone until in 1896 in St. Louis. 

Eddie Foy made Kansas famous by trying to sing “The roost- 


ers, they lay eggs in Kansas.” 


But Kansas overcame all these natural and artificial handicaps 
of a pioneer state, and today the jokesmith has turned his at 
tention to her autos 

Kansas overthrew a great political machine, sent Jerry Simp- 
son to Congress, returned Ingalls from the Senate, and sat 
back to enjoy herself 

Today a Murdock is rebelling in Washington. 

It is eminently fitting that the Bell company should get the 
bumps occasionally, too. 

The Kansas Bell concern is known as the Missouri & Kan 
sas Telephone Co., and at one time it was reputed to be the 
most prosperous company in the West 

It was its boast that it owed no man a penny. 
$14,000,000 besides stock and bond obligations 


Now it owes 


The Missouri State 
tention to the Bell policy at the last annual convention. 
olution as follows was adopted: 

“That, as a result of its plan of utilizing the money extorted 
from communities unprotected by competition, as loans to the 
subsidiary companies, engaged in attempting to restore mon- 
opoly conditions in their respective sections, it has been able 
to shift the burden of loss to the minority stockholders, in -roof 
whereof we cite that the Missouri & Kansas Telephone Com- 
pany, a corporation organized for the purpose of carrying on 
business in Western Missouri and Kansas, with a capital stock 
of but $3,627,700 and bonds of about $500,000, now owes the 
American Telephone & Telegraph Company the enormous sum 
of over $14,000,000, cash advanced for the purpose of bringing 
ruin and failure upon dozens of independent companies, whose 
only fault had been that they have attempted to meet the de- 
mands of a public indifferently served, or else arrogantly de- 
nied any service whatever by the Bell. This money had been 
advanced, notwithstanding the said Missouri & Kansas Telephone 
Company has been conducted since 1903 at a loss, having last 
vear a deficit of $315,426. This is a course that, opposed as it is 
to ordinary business judgment, must have been done with a 
purpose, the better revealed by the fact that shares, for which 
local holders of 47 per cent of the stock paid $100 are now 
worth but $35, and are being purchased by agents of the trust, 
from persons who have had no dividend for over three years, 
with the avowed intention of reorganizing under a plan con- 
ceived by the purchasers.” . 


Telephone Association aptly called at 
A res 





Nowhere in history has there been such an example of the 
“Prodigal Son.” 





After an incompetent management had made “ducks and 


drakes” of the money, it is now tg be fully taken into the Bell 
family. In other words—the Bell will exchange its floating 
debt rights for an equal amount of stock. 

And the fatted calf is the minor stockholder. 
ever engaged in, the minor stockholder of the Bell has or is 


In every deal 


getting the worst of it. 

And we now have news that the Nebraska Telephone Co. has 
joined the list of telephone wrecks—joining the Chicago Tele- 
phone Co., the Western Electric Co., and the Western Tel. & 
Tel. Co., the Central Union and, of course, the Missouri & 
Kansas Telephone Co. 

If you will closely examine the purse or personality of Bell 
investors, you find the same benign faith in Bell virtue, the 
same blank expression on the face, and the bleating humility of 
a lamb on the way to the slaughter pen. 

Had the Missouri & Kansas Telephone Co. been financed prop- 
erly, the minor stockholders would have been rich and happy 
today. Today, only the parent Bell is rich and happy over the 
plight of the Kansas company 

[he man who settled in Kansas in early days on a 160-acre 
farm raised a happy family, sent them all to college, has every 
thing his heart desires, and would not sell this land for $148.75 
more per acre than he paid for it. 

In other words—his own energy and industry expanded its 
value from $1.25 to $150, or 120 times. 

The stockholder in the Bell plant had the same opportunity 
The business was a good one and 160 shares bought years 
ago should have been as good an expander as a Kansas farm, 


and today the original 160 shares should at 800, o1 


least be 
5 for 1. 

Instead of 5 to 1, the ratio, due to vicious management, 

1 to 3. 

The Missouri and Kansas stockholder instead of having 800 
shares from the original 160, has practically the value of 50 

And worse yet, the stock even has shown no dividends for 
many years. 

Instead of the licensee company expanding, it contracted. The 
parent company did all the expanding. 


It has been commonly reported that a single Bell share ex 
panded 1600 times its value. For years we that 
one dollar originally invested in the parent company returned 
1599 dollars. 


have heard 


And the parent never made any excuses for this difference 
between the parent and the licensee investor, until lately. 

Think of it! the mathematical chance for a minor Bell in 
vestor runs like this: 


Licensee: arent Bell: 
1 for 3 to 1600 for 1 
3.x 1600 to.1x1 
4800 to 1 


In its last annual report, the Bell parent tries to show that 
there has never been any velvet in the parent company. 

Why did it refuse to heed the reports of its opulence until 
1910? 
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June 11, 1910. 


It is a cinch, however, that the Missouri & Kansas Tel. Co. 
will not have to explain any melon deals. It deals only in 
lemons. 


In the Kansas City rate case it showed a statement something 
like this: 


a eT ee ee eerie So 
CE EE Ee EI eM er care rn we ema 540,000 
WN sas oo a tush kaso div 'naiw kd cao Berea asin eae 60,000 
i ee 60,000 

$1,000,000 


It tried to prove its property worth a million dollars, at the 
same time trying to the State Tax Commission 
that it was not. 

But it is a noteworthy fact that the $540,000 maintenance ac- 


count was supposed to be expended upon a plant that had not 


prove to 


been extensively repaired since 1882. 

In other words—the plant was rebuilt every 22 months—in 
their minds and books only. 

According to the expert accountant this company earned 35 
per cent annually and paid 6 per cent. 

It reminds vou of the Western Electric Co. in 1906, earning 
$6,675,000 and paying but $1,200,000 to stockholders 





Strange to say, the same Bell management and the same re- 
sults are always apparent, even if 1000 miles separates them. 
Bell board went into Kansas City. The old 
board once discarded by Cincinnati, bought by Kansas City, was 
divided and sections were sent to Topeka, Salina and Joplin. 


In 1898 a new 





With true Bell impudence, they shipped some of the old Cin- 


cinnati junk to Topeka, and added a few relays. The board 
was arranged so that the supervisory lamps were lighted while 
the subscriber’s telephone was off the hook. 

You can imagine that the citizens of Topeka were becoming 
restive. They were using Cincinnati and Kansas City’s cast-off 
clothing, as it were. 


\bout this time, a man named Pankey had a ranch twelve 
miles from Topeka, and desired telephone service between his 
Topeka home and his farm. 

He applied to the “natural monopolist” for service, and got 
the customary reply that he had not even the right to live. 

Further, that the Bell company did not care to handle that 
kind of service. 

B. F. Pankey offered to set the poles, put the wire on, and 
‘onnect up the telephones. 

\fter a period of delay, the Bell offered to connect with his 
ranch line for $150 per year, if he would maintain the line. 





What a glorious and typical case for those who believe in one 
telephone, regulated by the authorities! 

Mr. Pankey procured a franchise, built a plant, and did not 
ask a soul to become a subscriber. 

He installed an exchange, and as fast as anyone volunteered 
himself as a subscriber, the wires were run out on the poles, 
one by one. Not a wire was run until the contract was signed. 

The rates established by Mr. Pankey were the same as the 
existing Bell rates, which were comparatively low by reason of 
an old Harrison plant, which the Bell graciously destroyed under 
the guidance of President Mulvane. ‘ 

In 1965, there were 4,000 telephones and Mr. Pankey had ex- 
pended over $300,000 on the property. 

At this time, Mr. Gary came upon the scene, and rebuilt the 
plant under Ledlie’s plans and specifications. 
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This system has a fifty year charter from the State of Kan- 
sas, a franchise in Topeka for thirty years, and important 
terminal advantages. 

It has a fire-proof building, with a new common battery 
switchboard and other equipment. 

On March 1, there were 6,612 stations in operation. 

The rates range from $72, maximum, to $18, minimum, for 
residence. 

The average business rate is $36 per year, for single line, with 
$24 for four-party service. 

The average selective service residence rate 
Nearly half of the subscription list is made up of this 


is $1.85 per 
month. 
service. 

The growth for six months was from 6,223 to 6,612, or a net 
gain of 389, nearly all residence telephones, showing that Bell 
competition, always confined to outskirt residence districts, has 
no terrors in Topeka. 


The gross earnings for the first quarter of 1910 indicate 
$180,000 for the year, of which $158,000 will be rentals and $22,- 
000 tolls. 

This indicates $25.40 rental earning and $3.60 per station toll 
earning. 


The cost of operating the entire exchange averages $8,000 
monthly or $96,000 per year. 

The cost of handling tolls averages $800 per month, or $9,600 
vearly. 

As the tolls amount to $22,000 yearly, 
earning is 43 per cent. 

The ratio of total cost to income is 52 per cent, and indicates 
careful operating and upkeep. Remember, too, that this in 
cludes toll operation of a large center of distribution. 

Tabulated, the company earns as follows: 


the ratio of expense to 


Gross rentals.... . .$158,000 





POS Sic ewuness 22,000 
DRAG TOOBIN Gino 8 se29 ccrpelevnere-s . $180,000 
Re ih oS eee ao ta diate ie a 96,000 
Net for reserves, interest, etc..... eee ..++-$ 84,000 
Reserves and reconstruction............ 20,000 
Net for interest...... .$ 64,000 
ON ee una wehatee pie eras 33,000 
Net for dividends or betterments............ .$ 31,000 
The station performance is as follows: 
I arsine Bibiana $25.40 
oes ke cat gts care so RI ee aca aig ER ae PON ea EA 3.60 
Total Leceipes........e2scieacs . $29.00 
ei eo cua a oases 6 a eS RT OR a ee 15.00 
Net for reserves, interest and betterments.. .$14.00 
GO oe ost coc Pauw eee 3.00 
Wek Sar Seleeeee bc ececkcn sates oh ues we veweear ae aas $11.00 
DEMME os eeo in hee ines, cig cen nt eee ae Smee erat Fe Aol aa esate ea 5.30 
Net for dividends or betterments..............--. .$ 5.70 


The total outstanding bonds amount to $533,000 or $80 ner 
station. 

The total outstanding stock is $400,000. 

Accordingly, the Topeka Independent Telephone Company, 
after setting aside renewal reserves and paying bond interest. 
earns 8 per cent upon its stock. 





If any one gets it into his head that railways, with their 
equipment, note tangles, interurban railways or any utility 
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dealing with the public can show any better performance, I 
would like to see it. 


This plant actually serves the people of Topeka, night and 
day, for seven cents per day. 

Topeka is well satisfied, and should be, too. 

They have proved the fallacy of universality. Subsidized 
magazines and the Bell may believe in it, but no one else does. 
The proof of the pudding generally lies in the eating. 

He has original 
He insists that 


Mr. Gary is the ruling spirit of this plant. 
ideas and one is the idea of personal service. 


service is live and real, and its obligations fall upon each 
employe 
Mr. Gary also has shown that Independent managements 


He advises a will- 
ingness to pay 8 per cent which can be paid easily. 
The parent Bell pays 8 per cent, but it differs from Mr. Gary, 


should be willing to pay more for money. 


because it is wrecking properties in the attempt, while Mr. Gary 
builds them up. 

Topeka is a part of the Gary system of 25,000 telephones. 
Mr. Gary did not cry and lie down when the Bell bought Des 
Moines. He merely smiled and went ahead with his St. Joseph 
plant, which has no superior anywhere. 

Where Mr. Gary puts his hand, only a little time elapses and 
order comes out of confusion. He builds well and permanently. 
It would do any banker good to see the heavy and permanent 
construction work in both Topeka and St. Joseph. 

Naturally, St. Joseph is a culmination of experience, and I 
can cheerfully say, it is the most perfect plant in America. 

The Gary system comprises the Joplin, Carthage and Webb 
City district, serving 6,600 subscribers. 

The Nevada (Missouri) Company operates 750 telephones. 

The Macon (Missouri) plant serves 800 subscribers. 

The Atchison 

St. Joseph will soon see 


(Kansas) property serves 1,800 subscribers 
10,000 Independent telephones. 
The Gary system comprises authorized capital of $5,225,000 
It has an actual investment of $3,747,000. 

The plants at present earn $500,000 annually. 

It is a marvelous thing to contemplate! 


With New York and Chicago bankers frowning Inde 


pendent telephones, over $250,000,000 have gone into Independ 


upon 


ent telephone properties 


Right at home, among friends and loved ones, Mr. Gary has 
nearly $4,000,000 invested in Independent telephone properties, 
and every one earning honestly, and paying returns. 

Mr. Gary’s organization is a wonderful one, and it includes 
no one but able, enthusiastic and satisfied workers, because Mr 
Gary is willing to divide the fruits of success 

Each man and woman appreciates service requirements; and 


best of all, they understand true economy. 


At Topeka, General Goddard and Mr 
with Mr 
tired a few 


Hemphill, together 
Pankey 


Gary, are the ruling spirits, Mr. having re 


years ago 


Mr. Gary is president 
Mr. Hemphill is vice-president and general manager. He is 


a great convention worker, and is on the Topeka job twenty- 
four hours a day 

H. E. Davis is responsible for the upkeep of the plant and 
the Neither while this 


man is in charge. 


service. will ever suffer from neglect 


R. W. Garner is engineer 
The plant construction was superintended by Geo. B. Roberts 
and his reputation has never suffered from his work in Topeka. 
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Chas. Ledlie was consulting engineer during the planning and 
construction period. 
MORAL: 


honesty. 


Success is mainly a question of energy and 





A Novel Device for Advertising the “New Telephone.” 

Some of the most ingenious advertising which is being 
done in the telephone field is now forming part of the 
campaign of the Jefferson County Telephone Company, 





I N this age of comfort and convenience, every family 
should have “The Home Phone” in their house. 
Kindly place this little telephone somewhere in your 
house, where you can always see it. 
When you are alone, and want something from the 
store, or want to talk with a friend, you will think how 


handy it would be if it was connected with our exchange. 


JEFFERSON COUNTY TELEPHONE CO. 


STONE AND PARK PLACE 














Card Which Accompanied a Small Desk Stand, to Arouse Interest. 


Watertown, N. Y. 
desk 


Recently this company sent out a small 


imitation of a stand, about one and one-half inches 


long. It was tied to a tag which on one side carried the 
address, and on the reverse the reading matter here re 
produced. 


The new company is undoubtedly keeping its business 
very distinctly before the public 





Mississippi Companies Not Organized for Profit Escape 
Tax. 

Assistant Attorney General McDowell of Mississippi, has ren 
dered an opinion to the Railroad Commission as to assessing 
the Independent telephone companies of the State which will be 
hailed with delight by the great majority of them. There are 
scores of little neighborhood telephone companies, or lines, scat 
tered about over Mississippi, hardly worth the cost of the wire, 
and never making a cent on their investment. It 
but at the 
has been contended that if they are throwing open their doors 


Was never 


their intention to be money-makers, same time it 
for general business they become common carriers and liable 
to assessment and contro] by the Railroad Commission. How- 
ever, the Attorney-General’s office says: 

“The intent of the parties conducting such lines will govern 
in their classification; that is to say, if there is a local or pri- 
vate telephone line, the management of which holds the line 
out to the public for general use for hire, no matter whether 
the line was first established for the convenience of a private in 
dividual or not, it thereby, by offering its services to the public 
for hire, becomes a common carrier. 
the 
points owned by private individuals, established for their own 
use and convenience, and they for 


“Tf, on the other hand, there is a private line between 


a charge, permit someone 
else, or certain other persons to use the line on occasions, it 
would not come under the head of common carrier unless they 
undertook to serve the public. In other words, if 9n occasion 
in order to accommodate some particular person, such parties 
permit the use of their lines and make a charge to the person 
the 
classed as common carriers simply because on particular occa 


using - 2 2 Qa Of opinion they could hardly be 


sions they permit their lines to be used for a consideration.” 
This has been the contention of the little companies all along— 
that is that they are not after business at all, but even if they 


do happen to charge some person ten or fifteen cents for talking 
over their lines, they are not in the true sense of the word com- 
mon carriers, and are therefore immune from the control of the 
commission. 

















Locating Toll Line Faults With a Wheatstone 
Bridge 


By F. S. Lyman 


There recently appeared in TELEPHONY an able article on the 
location of toll line faults by ear, covering the principal tests 
that a troubleman can make, either by himself, or with the as- 
sistance of the wire chief at a distant exchange. These are 
tests with which both the troubleman and wire chief should be 
thoroughly conversant, but at the same time these tests should 
be of secondary importance to bridge locations. 

The use of the bridge should be more generally encouraged, 
as it can be made the means of a great saving in time and 
money. 

Companies operating toll lines of any 
clearing their trouble by one of two methods; either they have 
troublemen stationed at points along the line, say from 75 to 
they have these men located at the central 


extent depend on 


100 miles apart, or 
point of distribution and sent out from there on each case of 
trouble as it is reported. The users of each of these methods 
ilso depend to some extent on assistance from the local com- 
panies or exchanges, through whose territories the toll lines run 
majority of troubles require the trouble 
In general the method of having men 


In either case the 
train service 
located on divisions appears the better from the standpoint of 
minimum time required to clear trouble, for if they are located 


man to use 


somewhere near the middle of their divisions the average ride 


will be shorter, and they will have the benefit of train service 


in both directions 


By the use of the bridge a troubleman can be sent to the 


railway station nearest to his trouble, and the length of his walk 


or drive after leaving the train materially shortened. Even 


though the reading may not be closer than five miles from the 


that is in most cases as near as a troubleman can get 


although under ordinary conditions locations can be 


trouble, 

by train, 

made to within a mile, and frequently to within a few spans 
After arriving at the nearest railway station the troubleman 


get another reading, or make an ear test as a check on the 
unnecessary drives 


can 
1 
iong 


original reading. By this means and 
ire eliminated, cutting down the attendant livery and hotel ex- 
penses, as well as the time required to clear trouble. 
The most general objection to the bridge 
method is the prevailing idea that it is complicated, and requires 


1 knowledge of mathematics, especially of algebraic formulae 


using location 


However, the necessary formulae can be reduced to terms so 


simple that anyone who can perform ordinary multiplication 





























Locating Ground With Wheatstone 
Bridge. 


Connections for 


can readily use the bridge for locating “shorts,” “grounds,” and 
crosses, 
To locate a ground proceed as follows :—Make the resistances 
in bridge arms A and B equal, thus doing away with the neces- 
sity of multiplying the plugged-out resistance in the rheostat arm. 
Make the bridge connections as indicated in Fig. 1. A and B 


are the two equal bridge arms, FR is the rheostat arm, G the 
galvanometer, C D E F H the line to be measured, which is 
grounded at F. 

Have a “short” put across the line at E, some point beyond 
the trouble. By referring to the diagram it will be seen that 
the four arms of the bridge are A, B. Y, and R. X. 


C D and H F are the two sides of the line as far out as 




















—— 














Fig. 2. Connections for Locating Cross with Another Line. 


the point of trouble, and consequently of equal length and re- 
Therefore arm Y exceeds arm X in length and resist 
A and B are equal the other two 


sistance. 
ance by the loop D E F. As 
arms must be equal to obtain a balance on the galvanometer 
But ), being longer than X by D E F, sufficient resistance must 
arm to make it 


be introduced in X by means of the rheostat 


equal Y. This resistance is obviously equivalent to the resist 
ance of DE F. 

When a balance is obtained the resistance plugged out in R 
equals the resistance of loop D E F or twice the resistance of 
the line from E, where the short was applied, to F, the point of 
Dividing R by two, then, gives the resistance from E 
Dividing this result by the re 


trouble 
back to the point of trouble. 
sistance per mile of the wire being measured gives the distance 
in miles from the point E, where the short was applied, to F, 
the point of trouble. 

Suppose the size wire is No. 10 B and S copper; then dis- 
tance from E to F in miles, using Roebling’s figures for resist- 

R R 

is ———_ = ——- 
10.66 
most persons find it easier to multiply than to divide, = .937R. 

For No. 12 copper this would be .059 R and for No. 8 copper 
1476 R 

The whole process may be briefly stated as follows: 
the bridge as shown in the diagram; have a “short” put on at 
some point beyond the trouble; make A and B equal; get a 
balance on the galvanometer by plugging out resistance in R; 
multiply R by .059 for No. 12, by .0937 for No. 10, or by .1476 
for No. 8 B and S copper. 

The result will be the distance in miles from the point where 
the “short” was applied to the trouble. This reduces the nec- 
essary calculations to one simple process of multiplication, which 


ance at 75 —, or reducing to a decimal, since 


2 x 5.33 


Connect 


anyone can perform. 

To locate a “cross” connect the bridge in the same way, hav 
ing a “short” put on the line to be read at some point beyond 
the cross; ground the side of the circuit with which the first 
is crossed, as shown in Fig. 2. Plug out resistance in rheostat 
arm F until a balance is obtained, multiply this by .059 for No 
12, by .0937 for No. 10, and by .1476 for No. 8 copper. The re- 
sult will be the distance in miles from the “short” to the cross. 

Note particularly that the distance in miles thus obtained in 
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the foregoing cases is the distance back from the point of appli- 
cation of the “short” and not the distance out from the office. 
For this reason no correction has to be made for the fact that 
the toll line may leave the office through a small gage cable. 
To locate a “short” connect the bridge as shown in’ Fig. 3, 
using clear battery. As before multiply the reading R by one 


























Fig. 3. Connection for Bridge for Locating “Short” on the Line. 


ef the foregoing constants, chosen to correspond with the size 
of the wire, and this will give the distance from the office to 
the short, provided the line is of uniform size wire. If the line 
leaves the office in cable the circuit resistance of the cable pair 
must first be subtracted from Kk and the remainder multiplied 
by the proper constant. This will give the distance in miles 
from the cable head to the trouble. 

The foregoing constants are for measurements taken at 75 
Farenheit. lor temperatures above 75 degrees these 
constants must be divided by 1 plus (.002X 7) where T is the 
number of degrees above 75 at which the reading is being 
taken. Thus the constant for No. 10 copper at 80 degrees 

.0937 
ooo? ———______ 
1+ (.002*5) 

For temperatures below 75 degrees the constants must be 
multiplied by the above correcting factor. 
at 70 degrees the constant for No. 10 
.0937[1+ (.002 X 5) ]—=.0946. 

A table of values of these constants can be readily made up 
for the range of temperature likely to be encountered, and the 
wire chief after taking his reading has only to note the tempera- 


degrees 


would be = 0927. 


Thus for readings 
copper would be 


ture and pick out from the table the corresponding constant. 
An hour’s work in getting up a table of this kind for the sizes 
of wire in use in his plant will save much time in making cor- 
rections for each individual reading. Moreover, any employe 
not conversant with algebraic formulae can make locations with- 
out any trouble by simply referring to the table for the proper 
multiplying constant. 

All readings should be entered in a ledger and the point at 
These 
records will be found to be of material value on subsequent 
readings. The expense of a suitable bridge is not great and 
the saving in circuit time, time of men, livery and hotel bills, 
makes the investment well worth while. 


which the trouble was actually found recorded also. 





Texas Students Hear Telephone Lecture. 

At the May meeting of the local college branch of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Electrical Engineers, students in electrical en- 
gineering of the Texas Agricultural and Mechanical College, 
College Station, Texas, heard an interesting lecture describing 
broadly the matters in telephone work which are of interest to 
the college man about to choose his future career. The lec- 
turer was Mr. Louis Rosenberg, of the engineering department 
of the Southwestern Telegraph and Telephone Company, Dallas. 

He referred briefly to the form of organization which pre- 
vails among most of the Bell companies at the present time, and 
then went on to discuss the functions and work of the tele- 
phone engineer. He took as a typical example of such work 


the methods of handling problems involved in the preparation 
of plans for a system in a city of 50,000 inhabitants, not previ- 
ously provided with telephone service. 


He mentioned the vari- 
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ous elements which must be considered in preparing a develop- 
ment study of the district and laying out the conduit system 
in the various exchange districts. Referring to the determina- 
tion of the number and arrangement of districts to be served 
from separate exchanges, Mr. Rosenberg said: “This is a 
long and very complex problem that can be solved only by 
reducing the several arrangements to a basis of annual charges, 
and then selecting the one which is cheapest 

“However, before these can be reduced to for such 
comparison, studies and sub-studies must be made upon many 
important elements. First among these is the switchboard study 
involving both operation and design. Shall charges for service 
be based on a flat-rate or message-rate schedule, the first of 
which encourages use of lines but discourages line development, 
whereas the second produces opposite results Shall the service 
given be of the highest efficiency possible, or simply of an ac- 
cepted standard quality? How heavily should the operators 
be loaded? Shall the toli business be handled on the particular 
party or particular number basis, that is, shall calls be made 
for parties by name or by number? What should be the limit 
of the capacity of the switchboard: shall it be of the multiple 
or the transfer type? 

“Next there is the cable study, which also requires answers 
to a multitude of questions. What should be the standard 
quality of transmission for both local and toll service? What 
are the mechanical and physical limits of the installation of 
cables in conduits? What economies are to be effected by the 
installation of smaller sizes of cables on the basis of their re- 
placement by larger ones, or by placing larger cables to insure 
against paralleling of smaller size cables to make the same 
capacity ?” 

Mr. Rosenberg went on to discuss problems connected with 
the selection of the precise locations for central office buildings, 
and then planning the buildings themselves, and their switch- 
board, power, terminal, and miscellaneous equipment. He re- 
ferred to other functions of the engineer, such as designing 
apparatus, inspection of materials, special investigations, etc. 

The engineer who acquires a fundamental knowledge of the 
practical and technical problems of telephony may eventually 
find that he has an inclination toward commercial and oper- 
ating work, in which case, as Mr. Rosenberg says, “The tele- 
phone industry involves also a vast number of problems in the 
A business with such an 


a basis 


commercial and operating phases. 
enormous complexity, and its multitude of accounts requires 
special systems of bookkeeping and accounting; special ‘talent 
is required in its dealings with the public and municipalities, 
to maintain their good will. Getting out a directory is in itself 
a large propostion which requires the attention of a specialist 
The training of operators is one of the great problems con- 
fronting a telephone company, and schools are maintained where 
applicants are trained and taught for the several purposes of 
giving young ladies an opportunity to see whether they will like 
the work, to see whether they have aptitude, and ability in it, 
and to send trained operators to the switchboards. Toll line 
studies must be made to see that the lines are used to the fullest 
capacity of both physical and phantom circuits. Methods of 
service testing and adjustment of operators leads to obtain 
greatest efficiency of operation; the development of party line 
systems, and also systems of toll recording are subjects of 
great importance. 

“The telephone industry involves more detail, and covers 
more ground than any other industry I know.” 


> 





Missouri and Kansas Company Increases Capital. 

On May 10, the Missouri secretary of state issued a certifi- 
cate to the Missouri and Kansas Telephone Company (Bell) 
of Kansas City, increasing the capital stock from $5,000,000 
to $20,000,000. This is a step in the movement to turn over 
stock to the A. T. & T. Co., in lieu of the licensee company’s 
notes for its enormous floating debt. 

















San Antonio Mystified by Bell Bookkeeping 


The overhead expenses and A. T. & T. rake-offs get a Bell 
licensee telephone company into a peculiar fix every time it 


tries to make a statement to a body appointed to regulate 
rates. This has again been demonstrated at San Antonio, 


Texas, where a committee of the city council has just sub- 
mitted a report. 

The report is the result of a petition of business men, sub- 
mitted to the Council on December 6, for a committee to in- 
quire into charges for telephone service. The committee, Alder 
men John Wickeland, chairman; William L. Richter and Charles 
C. Smith, acting with City Attorney Joseph Ryan, submitted 
a list of questions to the president of the telephone company 
for information regarding the earnings and operating expenses 
of the San Antonio exchange. 
swers of the president 
committee. 


These questions and the 
incorporated in the report of the 


an 
are 
Among other conclusions, the committee reports that the an 
swers of the company are not satisfactory and they cannot un 


( 
derstand why the San Antonio exchange, with no bonded debt, 
cannot meet the rates of its competitor in the city. 
\fter the City Clerk read the report to the Council, Mayor 
Callaghan said 


“Tf this Council determines to proceed in the matter, the next 
step will | t 


e to bring suit in the District Court of Bexar County 


and ask the court to appoint a commission of experts to inves 


7 
t 
1. 
n 


tigate the books and business of the company, to determine 
whether it is making more than 10 per cent on its business here, 
as the law directs. There is a way to reach the situation, as 
the committee suggests, and the court will take into considera 


tion the amount of expensé 
the suit 


question 


involved in view of the object of 
It may be worth while to proceed to determine the 
of rates for this city.” 
The report of the special committee says, in part 
“1. While section 63 of the city’s charter gives the Council 
the right by ordinance ‘to regulate the prices to be charged by 
telephone companies for service to the public, the courts are 
uniform in holding that such right given to the city councils is 
not arbitrary and must be exercised within reason and so as to 
provide for sufficient income, considering the cost of the plant, 
the cost o the 


invested, as 


f operation thereof, its maintenance and repairs, 


fixed charges that may be against it, and amount 


to produce a reasonable profit upon the investment, and this 
idea is carried into effect by section 4 of chapter 145 of the 
\cts of the Twenty-ninth Legislature (Acts 1905, page 349), 


which expressly provides that the rates fixed must be sufficient 
to vield not 


‘Thi 


diction and 


less than 10 per cent dividend upon the investment 
s general legislative act vests in the District Court juris 
full power and authority to regulate rates of publy 
utility corporations such as water companies, gas and electric 


light and power companies, telephone and public sewerage com 
had this 


as the initiative must 


es 


in mind when 
be the 


voke the powet 


nd petitioners must have law 


filed their petition, taken by 


ity council of the city or town desiring to in 


therein conferred 

“Section 8 of said law makes the same applicable to cities in 
‘orporated under special charters, such as our city, and pro 
vides that the same shall be cumulative of any other method 


which may now be provided in such special charter 
‘Therefore, in the enforcement of our city’s right to regulate 


+ 


: ‘ 
the prices to 


the 


be charged hy telephone companies for service to 


public, as provided in section 3 of our charter, we would 


have the right to apply to the District Court, under said general 
law of 1905 


‘hyp 


The issue of whether the rates charged are extortionate 
must be tried as provided by section 3 


o 


of said law, the same as 
in other civil cases, the telephone company producing evidence 


= 
é 


3 


showing the reasonableness of its rates and those complaining 
evidence showing the contrary, and the questions therefore to 
such trial would be the actual cost of the 
plant, the actual cost of its operation, maintenance and repairs, 
fixed charges and amount invested, from which, taking into con 
sideration the various sources of income, a rate may be fixed 
yielding the company a dividend of not less than 10 per cent. 


be determined in 


‘9 


“3. Naturally, the best source from which such information 
can be obtained is the telephone company’s books, and there 
fore, your committee, on February 10, 1910, transmitted, through 
that company’s local counsel, certain interrogatories to be pro 
pounded to the president of the Southwestern Telegraph and 
Telephone Company, 
1910, but were returned 
for verification by his affidavit, which was done on April 19, 
1910, which 


answers, 


which were returned to the committee on 


\pril 15, because not sworn to, they 


since time your committee has considered such 
as made independent inquiry into the rates 
charged in other cities and the general status of the Southwest 
ern Telegraph and Telephone Company as a subsidiary corpora- 
tion of what is usually known as the American Bell Telephone 


Company and the American Telegraph and Telephone Com- 


as W ell 


pany. 
“Your committee confesses that the 
Answers Are Not Satisfactory 
in many particulars. Neither can it understand why the San 


Antonio exchange of the Southwestern Telegraph and Tele 
bonded debt, cannot meet its com 
Telephone Company, with like rates 
as the former has the advantage of 
a greater long-distance territory from which it derives added 
income from long-distance service. 

“The Southwestern Telegraph and Telephone Company is 
chartered under the laws of the State of New York, with a 
permit to do business in Texas, and operates exchanges through 
the States of Arkansas and Texas, with a capital stock of $20,- 
000,000, divided into 200,000 shares. The answer does not dis 
close the names of the shareholders, though it appears that 
only $14,000,000, represented by 140,000 shares, has been actu- 
ally paid in 

“The sum of $613, 


phone Company, with no 
petitor, the San Antonoio 


for like service, especially 


ded ct 


775.51, according to the statement of the 
president of said company, is actually invested in the San An- 
tonio exchange, and while said company’s sworn reports to the 
Tax Assessor show a much lower valuation, we presume that 
the company’s statement showing percentage of dividend, after 
deducting charges and operating expenses, is based on such 
valuation of $613,775.51. though the president does not state 
what amount of the capitalization of the Southwestern Tele 
graph and Telephone Company is chargeable to the San Antonio 
exchange. Thus, the sworn rendition made on August 20, 1909, 
to the City Assessor, values the tangible property of said com- 
pany in San Antonio at $267,250, 
chise at $150,000. 


and the value of the fran 
“Tt seems to us that either the sworn statement made to the 
\ssessor or the sworn statement made to us, should be revised, 
because the latter statement, showing $613,775.51, takes no ac 
count of the value of the San Antonio franchise.” 
Committee Goes Wrong on Depreciation 
The fallacy of the committee’s reasoning in the following par 
agraph is so obvious as to need no comment 
“But, assuming that the statement to us is correct, and that 
the operating expenses deducted from the revenue should pro- 
duce a dividend to 5.59 per cent, as claimed, your committee 
does not understand why, in the items of expense, there is a 
maintenance charge of $35,071 and a depreciation charge of 
$29,547, because there must ordinarily be one or the other, and 


cannot be both of such items. The maintenance charge is for 
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keeping the property in first-class condition, and if it is so kept 
each year, there can, necessarily, be no depreciation. 
Perhaps the Dividends Came Out of the Depreciation Reserve. 

“Neither can your committee understand how the company 
has paid 7 per cent dividends for the years 1907, 1908 and 1909, 
whereas it has earned only 5.59 per cent. 

“Neither can your committee figure what amount of the cap- 
ital stock has been apportioned to the San Antonio exchange, 
and therefore we cannot ascertain how much money, figured on 
a 7 per cent dividend basis. has been paid by the San Antonio 
office. And in this connection we notice under the item of 
expenses no such charge as any dividend whatsoever, and we 
cannot understand what became of such 7 per cent dividend, 
nor can we understand what became of the dividends paid, as 
no account is taken of them whatsoever in the statement to us 
trom which we make a calculation, and, as stated above, we 
are not advised how much of the total capitalization is charged 
to the San Antonio property of said company. 

A Pointer for the Chicago Council. 

“Again, in answer to question No. 10, it appears that only 
25 per cent of long-distance tolls originating at San Antonio 
is credited to the San Antonio exchange, and in answer to the 
eleventh question, the same proportion on long-distance tolls 
originating outside of the City of San Antonio. 

“Your committee cannot understand this arrangement of the 
5 per cent 


company. Nor are we advised how the remaining 7 
of such tolls is credited. nor whether the Southwestern Tele- 
graph and Telephone Company simply arbitrarily allows this 
much to the San Antonio exchange in order to make a showing 
of low revenue, nor whether such proportion is fair and rea- 
sonable, inasmuch as that company controls all local and long 
distance business. 

“Tf the City Council were to petition the District Court, 
under the law of 1905, to regulate the rates charged by the 
Southwestern Telegraph and Telephone Company, it would 
be met by the same answers as were made to your committee, 
and the burden would then be upon the city to prove their in- 
correctness, to do which it will be necessary for a thorough 
examination by experts acquainted with the telephone business, 
to be made of the company’s books, and an appraisement made 
of the physical property of the San Antonio office, the value 
thereof fixed and the actual income of the San Antonio ex- 
change disconnected from any other, ascertained. 

“Tn other words, successfully to maintain such a proceeding, 
the city must show by competent testimony that on a basis of 
the actual value of the San Antonio exchange, deducting the 
actual legitimate operating expenses thereof, from the actual, 
reasonable and real income, the company is earning more than 
10 per cent. This can, as said before, be obtained only by ex- 
perts in the business, whose services must be compensated by 
the city.” 

The following are some of the questions propounded by the 
committee and the sworn answers of Mr. Pettengill, president 
of the Southwestern Telegraph and Telephone Company, 
thereto: 

Q—How much money is actually invested in the San Antonio 
exchange, itemizing the same, showing separately the amounts 
invested in building and real estate, switchboard, office appli- 
ances and fixtures, underground conduits and wires, overhead 
cables, wires and poles? A.—$613,775.51. 


Sa a a Ne ee an a eg .$ 72,854,68 
EE 606 way teenoeweuisa is 20a eiwedeecad 130.22 
I SS oa Lena yb Waxed e's wad elena einates) . 146,407.54 
IR St cok te i ak a ie a cps 39,433.92 
eS EE EE EL Pe 85,899.85 
ES EE OS COT On Te eee 108,341.32 
ND CU MONON oii a sncn cies ce rieosenes ce 80,172.51 
I na os ccuceigin wesw nee ee as 57,694.92 
Pree Pd atd figs sista Sas eae inehier eens weld 22,840.55 


Q.—Where is the general office of said company, and who 
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are the officers and directors there6f, giving their addresses. 
A.—Dallas, Texas. H. J. Pettengill, president, Dallas; J. E. 
Farnsworth, first vice-president, Dallas; John Balch, second 
vice-president, Boston, Mass.; Charles A. Grant, secretary, Bos- 
ton, Mass.; Fred S. Bedlow, auditor, Dallas; J. E. Farnsworth, 
Dallas. Directors: John H. Cahill, New York; Philip Dexter, 
Boston, Mass.; Joseph E. Farnsworth, Dallas; Royal A. Ferris, 
Dallas; W. S. Hutchinson, Boston, Mass.; H. J. Pettengill, Dal- 
las; Theodore N. Vail, Boston, Mass. 

Q.—How many telephones in actual service has said com- 
pany in the city of San Antonio, stating separately the num- 
ber of straight business phones, straight line residence phones, 
business party and residence party line phones, also the rate 
per month said company collects for service for each of such 
class of phones? A.—5327, December 31, 1909. This includes 
in addition to those enumerated below, auxiliaries, class E, 
one way inward, hotel P. B. exchange, pay station, farmers, etc 

Business 
Number. Per Mo 


Single line ...... ery: biter ; ses sand 983 $5.00 
T@GDUs TRE occtsdeicdveeiiions hanes 6 3.50 
Four-party line ......... ‘ , . 312 2.00 


Residence. 
Number. Per Mo 


Sitigie BMC s6o5cas. : a des ys soe 8080 $2.00 
fo a a i 1.50 


O.—How does said company divide tolls on long distance 
messages originating at the San Antonio exchange with refer- 
ence to the portion credited to the San Antonio exchange. A 
Twenty-five per cent allowed San Antonio exchange 

O.—How does said company divide tolls on long distance 
messages originating outside of and terminating in the city of 
San Antonio with reference to the proportions thereof credited 
to the San Antonio exchange 1—Twenty-five per cent allowed 
San Antonio exchange. 

Q.—What is the average number of long distance messages 
handled through the San Antonio exchange, and what is the 
iverage amount of compensation received therefor credited to 


the San Antonio exchange? A.—Number of calls, 28,097 
total amount credited for same, $912 

Q.—What are the operating expenses of the San Antoni 
exchange, specifying in detail the proportion thereof for sal 
aries. other operating expenses, repairs, betterments and taxes 
\.- 


Revenue 


Rentals .. err ree ae $129,331 


Local tolls .. 6... 1,840 
Switching commission 2.369 
Miscellaneous smueenns pSiteadito se pau 354 
NN i Se ar a he ae ela, a Gem : 399 
25 per cent outward tolls ($58,025) .. - ... 14,506 
25 per cent inward tolls ($64,168) .. save and 16,042 
Fotal TEVENUE ...< sci 6isicc cscs’ bs ..... $165,753 
Expenses 

I Joe ries ok pot ok hs een ee ee ire tera sds abet $ 9,675 
Operating ....... Se en ee 
NN EET A ree ae Dated decades 35,071 
Rights, privileges and use of property................. 17,418 
I a crn Gers pence Sete Aig ain opt ais cai, alin ee Wek Gade 8,334 
IO nck oe wctesiz vas ‘verneae ae 
EES OES Tn wae ee 031,419 
SP Or GUE OW TOPRIIINOIN, 5.0.55 o vse pvvnnecedenes $ 34,334 


Q.—Does said company keep a separate account pertaining to 
the San Antonio exchange independent of other exchanges? 
A.—Yes. 

Q.—The above questions are intended to be answered show- 
ing conditions on the first day of each month during the year 
1909? A.—Above—all for year 1909. 
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Q.—What dividends, if any, has said company declared out 
of the San Antonio exchange for the years 1909, 1908 and 1907, 
respectively? A.—Dividends of 7 per cent have been paid in 
1907, 1908 and 1909 on the total capital stock of the company 
issued. 

Q.—What mortgages, if any, are existent on the San Antonio 
A.—None. 


Q.—Is any part of the earnings of the San Antonio exchange 


exchange, and where are the same recorded? 


fixed charges of other ex 


A.—No. 


used in paying expenses or any 


change? If so, how much? 

H. J. Pettengill, 

April 14, 1910. 

President Southwestern Telegraph and Telephone Company. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, as being the truth, to the 
best of his knowledge and belief, this 19th day of April, A. D. 

1910 Gus McCloskey, 
Notary 3exar County, Texas 

A Card Which Should be Beside Every Telephone. 
The accompanying reproduction shows one side of a postal 
TELEPHONY by 


Public, 





card which was mailed to some friend ir 


Providence, Rhode Island, who did not give his name or any 
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,When You 
') Telephone’ (‘| 
To “Day 


BY MT SHEAHAN 
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When you telephone to-day 
You will find that tt will pay 
To be Sentle in your way 
Be your talk with whom it may 





From your ‘central”you will Bet 
The best service ever yet 

For a kind tone be ft Known 
Lightens troubles of her own. 


From the A into the Z 

Duty, pleasure, business be 
Though your face they cannot see 
One and all they will agree 


Tnat a pleasure twas to-day 
To hear all you had to say 
Yes inevery way twill pay 
To use that gentle kindly way 


When you 
“qT elephone” 
To-day. 





A True Incentive to Courtesy, 


hing of the history of the card. The verses speak for them- 
elves, however. and it is very evident that the company which 
istributes matter of this sort is doing a real service to the 
‘ommunity in which it works. The verses and typographical 
irrangement alike make the card worthy of a place besides 
very telephone, and its kindly sentiment, to a little place in 
he mind of every telephone user. 
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Local Influence of National Publicity. 

The reproduction of a very large part of Mr. Kelsey’s recent 
article on the Johnstown Telephone Company in the Johns- 
town Daily Democrat recalls to mind that a great many tele- 
phone managers are not getting results which might easily 
come to them through co-operation with the local papers. 

It is said that the editor of the Daily Democrat was very 
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| Johnstown Telephone Company | 












“te |!| A Conspicuous Success—Fallacy of Universality Claims—Vic- 
tory of Personality and Initiative Over Soulless Control 
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Reproduction of One of Telephony’s Articles in a Local News- 
paper Has Shown People of Johnstown, Pa., That Their 
Telephone System Has a National Reputation, 


much interested in the article on the Johnstown company, and 
was pleased to see that a home industry was nationally recog- 
nized as such a conspicuous example of the way its particular 
class of business ought to be run, as is the Johnstown Tele- 
phone Company. This alone gave the item a news value to 
Johnstown people, but they are interested in the Johnstown 
Telephone Company any way, and any new matter, or matter 
told in an interesting new way, finds no difficulty in getting 
into print. 

Of course, if the editor of the Daily Democrat had never 
seen the article in question he could not have reproduced it, 
and the Johnstown Telephone Company would never 
received the undoubtedly helpful local publicity which it gained 
by the reproduction. 

Every week TELEPHONY prints many articles which contain 
matter which should be used in every town to help educate the 
people to the general features of the Independent telephone in- 
dustry which make it strong and popular. A manager who over- 
looks the opportunity to get these printed in his local paper 
is neglecting a chance to add to his most valuable asset 
educated public opinion in favor of his business. 


have 





an 





Just So! 

A reporter asked C. C. McFarland, local Bell manager at 
Hutchinson, Kansas, where the Bell company has recently 
purchased its rival in violation of the Sherman anti-trust law, 
the following question: 

“But would not the feeling of the public depend 
whether or not the rates were raised after the merger was 
made? he was asked. 

“That is just it,’ said McFarland. “Our biggest job will be 
to convince the people that if we do raise the rates it will be 
to their interests in the cause of better service.” 

Mac has evidently been only hastily schooled in the art of 
seeing black as lily white. 


upon 








The Accomodation Department A New Idea 


Authorized extension of the service offered by a telephone 
company frequently penetrates new fields under the stress of 
competition. An instance is the “Accommodation Depart- 
ment” of the Home Telephone Company, Bellingham, Wash- 
ington. A pamphlet prepared for distribution among sub- 
scribers, signed by Manager E. G. Knight, says: : 

“The one terse instruction given its managefs by the Home 
Companies of the Northwest is expressed in these words: 
‘Give the best possible service.’ 

“In the conduct of their plants there is nothing that is 
considered half as important as that the very top-notch of 
telephone service shall be afforded their subscribers—conse- 
quently the plan or device that tends to increase the conven- 
ience of the telephone is eagerly sought for and put into 
operation. 

“Prior to a few months ago the use of what is known as 
an extension telephone was comparatively limited in Belling- 
ham, Then the Home perfected and installed their inter-com- 
municating extensions, until now the majority of what would 
be called the better class residences have from two to four 
automatic telephones scattered throughout the house, each one 
affording means of communication between bedroom or kitchen 
or garage, as well as with the three thousand odd subscribers 
of the company. That was one convenience that was in- 
stantly recognized and appreciated. 

“Now comes the novelty of ‘Accommodation’ department, 
a department created with the view of making each sub- 
scriber’s telephone twice as convenient and valuable as here- 
tofore, without any additional charge for the additional service 
rendered. Briefly, ‘Accommodation’ department becomes the 
personal office assistant of every subscriber of the system. 

“When a Home telephone subscriber locks the door of office 
or residence to be absent for any period of time—from a half 
hour to a month he may have his telephone put on ‘Accom- 
dation.” ‘On Accommodation’ means that a simple change is 
made in the appliances in the ‘Automatic’ switchroom, so that 
all calls intended for the subscriber’s telephone are diverted 
to our ‘Accommodation’ operators instead. ‘Accommodation’ 
operator then keeps an exact record of the names, telephone 
numbers or messages given her by calling parties and on the 
return of the subscriber (whose phone has been on ‘Accom- 
modation’) renders a report to him, or (as the case may be), 
she informs calling parties that the absent subscriber may 
be reached at such-and-such a place or may be talked to 
by calling such and such an ‘Automatic’ telephone number. 

“We believe it hardly necessary to point out the great con- 
venience ‘Accommodation Service’ will prove to business and 
professional men, who are frequently obliged to leave their 
offices for periods of a half hour or longer. 

“Physicians, dentists and others who are frequently called 
after business hours, may have their business telephone put 
on ‘Accommodation’ from night until morning and have oper- 
ator advise calling parties to call residence or club telephone 
number. 

“Ladies desiring to lock their residences and visit with 
friends may have their residence telephone put on ‘Accommo- 
dation’—instructing operator to advise calling parties that they 
may be found at Mrs. Brown’s residence until 4 p. m. and 
at Mrs. White’s residence from 4 p. m. until 5 p. m. 

“Families (or business men) leaving the city for a few 
days or a few weeks, may have telephone put on ‘Accommo- 
dation’ and have all calling parties advised as to where they 
have gone and as to when they expect to return. 

“The Home Telephone Company particularly desires that 
their subscribers understand that this ‘Accommodation’ de- 
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partment has been put in operation for the use of all (business 
or residence telephones alike), that no additional charge is 
made for its use. 

“It may interest residents of this city to know that the 
plan was evolved and first put in operation here, and that in 
consequence Bellingham may truthfully claim to have the 
most perfect, convenient and comprehensive telephone service 
of any city of the world. 

“We append a few hints and suggestions for proper use of 
‘Accommodation Service.’ 

“To have your telephone put ‘On Accommodation.’ 

“Call Number 9 (information operator will answer). Sub- 
scriber will say: “This is J. L. Blank, telephone No. B 998, 
put me on “Accommodation”. He may then give operator 
any brief message to be told all calling parties, or he may 
tell operator to simply keep record of calling parties. 

“To have telephone taken ‘Off Accommodation,’ call No. 
9 (but do not push your ringing button) when operator an- 
swers, say: ‘This is J. L. Blank, No. B 998, take my telephone 
off “Accommodation.” What messages have you for me?’ 

“Note—When a subscriber’s telephone is on ‘Accommoda- 
tion’ service—his telephone bell will ring and he may amswer 
a call, but while so connected, ‘Accommodation’ operator is 
also on the line for purpose of answering his call for him 
[It is therefore obvious that better service is given the sub 
scriber if he orders his telephone ‘Off Accommodation’ as 
soon as he returns. 

“While every effort will be made to avoid errors in fur 
nishing this convenience to its patrons, the company will as 
sume no liability for mistakes or omissions. 

“No messages which in any way suggest, imply or necessi 
tate the use of competing telephone service will be accepted. 

“The company reserves the right to refuse this service to 
such parties as may, in the judgment of the company, be likely 
to make improper use of same.” 


The Kendallville, Indiana, Exchange Equipment—A 1,200 
Line Multiple Board With One-Position Sections. 

The Home Telephone and Telegraph Company of Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, has during the past year, been active in 
extending its service and in bringing its equipment up to 
the highest plane for efficient operation. Among the princi- 
pal improvements was included a complete rebuilding of the 
plant at Kendallville. The new exchange is of the central 
energy multiple, lamp line signal type. After considering 
present and future demands for service, a unit type multiple 
switchboard was selected, because of its flexibility, and the 
relative cost and ease with which extensions may be made 

Five one-position sections were included in the original 
installation, each with a capacity in the multiple space fot 
600 lines. As the multiple appears once in every alternaté 
section, that is, at every alternate operator’s position, 
multiple annex positions are required, and a total capacity 
of 1,200 multiple lines is secured. Four hundred and eighty 
lines are at present equipped, being distributed one hun 
dred and twenty per position throughout the last four se 
tions. Each of these positions, however, is wired for an 1 
timate of two hundred. The first position is reserved f: 
the magneto farmer lines, and to this position the toll lin 
are switched for night service. The incoming trunks fro 
toll board and desks, and the night recording trunks als 
terminate in this position. 

The outgoing trunks, like the subscribers’ lines, are mu! 
tipled every alternate position, twenty at present bein: 
equipped, and used for toll recording and desk service. 

Each position is equipped with fifteen cord pairs, furnish 
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with individual, flush mounting, four-party harmonic ring- 
ing keys; five order wire keys; line, supervisory and ringing 
pilot lamps; and a cord test jack, by means of which any 
operator may determine the condition of her cords in spare 
moments. 

All line relays, as well as the cord and pilot relays, are 
mounted in a dust-proof compartment in the rear of the 
section. To the left of the first section is the terminal frame 
cabinet within which the answering jack, multiple jack and 
main distributing frame cables are terminated. Directly 
back of the switchboard, in the terminal room, is located the 
distributing frame. This frame consists of six verticals of 
the usual iron frame construction, each vertical equipped 
with one hundred pairs of Cook’s No. 10 arresters. 

Close to the distributing frame is a one position wire 
chief’s desk, of quarter-sawed oak, with dull finish to match 
the main board. The testing equipment is of the cordless 
type, all tests being made by means of keys mounted on 
Bauer-Barff finished steel strips in the face of the turret. 

Charging current is obtained from a General Electric ten 
the accom- 
panying illustration, mounted beside the power board. The 
latter panel is of Monson, Maine, slate, and is equipped with 


ampere mercury are rectifier set, as shown in 


the necessary switches for the control of two sets of bat- 
teries, a motor-generator charging unit, Weston ammeter 
and voltmeter, instrument switch and the usual bus bars for 
Both sets 


consisting of 


the distribution of battery and ringing current 
installed, each set 
National Storage Company’s 


Ringing current is furnished by a Holtzer-Cabot 


of storage batteries are 
eleven cells of the 
U-11 type. 


four-frequency vibrating converter. 


Battery 


In addition to the above equipment should be mentioned 
the toll desk, which, besides the toll lines, contains switch- 
ing keys for transferring the lines to the main board for 

















The Power Board and Mercury Arc Rectifier Set. 


night service, recording and service trunks, booth line cir- 
cuits and the usual cord circuits, with full complement of 
keys, for modern toll service. 

With the exception of the power apparatus noted, the 
equipment was furnished by the Stromberg-Carlson Tele- 
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phone Mfg. Co., and installed ready for operation by the 
same firm. 

Mention has been made of a number of new unit type mul- 
tiple boards in TELEPHONy’s columns during the past year, 
and the Home Telephone and Telegraph Co.’s impression 

















The New Kendallville Unit Type, Multiple Switchboard. 

of this type of equipment is perhaps best illustrated by the 

fact that some ninety days after its unit board had been cut 

into operation, an order was placed for duplicate equip- 

ment for use in its Auburn, Indiana, exchange. 
EXCELSIOR. 


By Leonard Young. 
The shades of night were falling fast, 
The ev’ning train pulled in at last; 
One man descended in a trice; 
His satchels bore this strange device— 
Excelsior! 





He called a cab and rode in state 

Up to the Hotel Golden Plate, 

Then grabbed a pen and flourished some 

As he wrote C. I. Sellum, from 
Excelsior! 


He called on (easy to arrange) 

The manager of the exchange, 

And said he sold a dandy line 

Of telephones that bore the sign 
Excelsior! 


He talked in tones that would melt ice 

E’en made a confidential price, 

And got an order (dry those tears) 

For fifty of those charming dears, 
Excelsior! 


And in the usual course of time, 

Those fifty telephones sublime 

Were put in service, and the name 

Spread o’er the country like a flame— 
Excelsior! 


But strange to say, adverse remarks, 

(A flame, you know, produces sparks) 

Were heard on ev’ry hand about 

Those ’phones—they meant without a doubt 
Excelsior! 


The kicks poured in so thick and fast, 

The half-crazed manager at last 

Called to his men and said; ‘“‘My boys, 

Bring in those thrice accursed toys’’— 
Excelsior! 


They piled the ’phones upon the floor, 

The manager then loudly swore, 

“Bring me an axe, I’m out for gore, 

Just wait awhile, there’ll be no more 
Excelsior!’’ 


He swung his axe, and all hands cheered; 
So when the smoke of battle cleared— 
They gathered up, with one consent 
More than a ton of excellent 

Excelsior! 
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“Do It Now” in Practice. 

We print the following from the Waterbury exchange with 
a great deal of pleasure, says the Telephone Bulletin. 

As an illustration of the “Do it Now” spirit the following 
seems to be an excellent example. 

While rewiring a station one morning within the: last few 
weeks, Mr. Lesser overheard a subscriber say that he wanted 
to have the telephone equipment at his house changed from 
a wall to a desk set. Lesser suggested to the subscriber that 
an extension set would meet his requirements more satisfac- 
torily than a change of equipment, and the subscriber was 
convinced that this was right. Lesser at once called the wire 
chief, explained the situation and received instructions to wire 
for the extension at the same time that he was doing his 
other work. An The 
wire chief next reached Manager Veitch and requested him to 


order for a set was sent in at once. 
Once more 
when 


the contract was signed 


send out a canvasser for the subscriber’s contract. 


things went ahead without a hitch. It was 9:55 a. m. 
Lesser called in for the wire chief; 
by the subscriber at 10:35 a. m. and the station reported work 
ing at 11:05 a. m. Can you beat it?” 

ot EAa tetera 

The Hand Set in the Office. 

3usiness men appreciate any contrivance which is an improve 
ment over former methods and which ted to add to the con 
veniences of business life. For that reason many business men 
are using a combination or hand telephone set in their offices 

Usually the set is hung on the inner side of the drawer pedes 
tal of flat top desks or in some other equally convenient posi- 
tion. In the case of roll top desks, it is customary to have the 
telephone set on the desk either in a pigeon hole or lying at 


one side out of the way The instrument cord is brought in 





Using the Convenient Hand Telephone Set. 


usually through the little slot found in most desks on the right 
and left sides. 

The illustration shows the Stromberg-Carlson type of hand 
set which does away with the use of the switchhook. A group 
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of circuit controlling springs is placed in the handle and oper- 
ated by the movement of the receiver when it is placed against 
or removed from the ear. The sectional view shows the details 
of the receiver mounting and circuit controlling switch. When 





























The Combination Telephone and Details of the Receiver Mounting 
and Circuit Controlling Switch. 


the receiver is placed to the ear it takes the position shown by 
the dotted lines. This action forces the foremost end of the 
lever C down and that in turn acts on the link E actuating the 
plunger rod F. The plunger G is thus forced down, allowing 
the contact springs to snap over it and bringing them together 
When the instrument is removed from 
aided by the 


1 


opens the con 


thus closing the circuit. 
the ear, the receiver drops to its normal position, 
helical spring which draws the plunger up and 
tacts as shown. 

The convenience and compactness of these combination tele 
phone sets are appreciated by the users and it is seldom that 
the business man can be persuaded to part with his set. It is 
quite likely that in the future more business men will insist 
upon this type of equipment for their offices 





New Service Classification. 
Two girls were talking over the telephone the other 
the subject of the conversation being a lawn party to take place 
30th 
wear, and after a five minutes conversation they had come 
Right in the midst of this 


the following day. were discussing what they should 


no decision “important” convers 


tion a masculine voice interrupted, asking humbly what nun 
ber he had. A stern reply that the line was busy did not s 
cessfully squelch the gentleman, for he asked again for 


number. One of the girls became indignant, and with supre 
scorn, asked: 

“What line do you think you are on, anyhow?” 

“Well,” was the reply, “I am not sure, but judging from vw 
I’ve heard I should say I was on a clothes line.’ 





New Brunswick Public Utilities Commission Will Investi 
gate Bell Telephone Company. 

A dispatch from St. John, N. B., announces that the Pu 
lic Utilities Commission recently appointed by the Provinc! 
Government will undertake as its first business an investigatiot 
into the New Brunswick Telephone Company, charged by 
Board of Trade with boosting rates to pay dividends on watere 
stock. This corporation is under Bell control 




















How to Convince Subscribers that ““Lending”’ 
and Free, County,Connections are Wrong 


One of the evils with which managers of telephone com- 
panies are constantly obliged to contend is the widely preva- 
lent belief that subscribers should be at liberty to allow non- 
subscribers to use their instruments. On the same order is 
the opinion held by rural line subscribers that a “free inter- 
change” over county lines costs the company nothing. 
TELEPHONY has been so fortunate as to receive recently two 
arguments which can be used to good advantage to set 
forth the telephone company’s side of this question. In the 
belief that they will be useful in a large number of exchanges 
they are here presented. Mr. A. F. Adams, engineer of the 
Home Telephone Company, Joplin, Mo., has forwarded the 
following, prepared by Mr. D. K. Wenrich, of the contract 
department of his company: 


A FABLE. 


A farmer was driving along one day, 
And many on foot were going that way; 
These footmen in turn would jump on and ride, 
And there they all sat by the farmer’s side. 
They cared not for wagon or herse or man, 
Just so they could ride, was all their plan. 
The road was muddy, the horses got tired, 
And ere very long the wagon was mired. 
They hadn’t a thought about the bad road, 
Or that so many would make a big load; 
When into the mire the wagon did stop, 
Not one of these men would offer a ‘‘prop’’; 
But onward they went, each in his own way, 
And left the farmer in the mud that day. 
They said to themselves, “It’s nothing to me, 
The wagon was going our way, you see. 
Why shouldn’t we ride? It’s common, beside 
To jump on a wagon and all take a ride.’’ 
What it cost the farmer they didn’t care, 
Just so they could ride without any fare. 
Voral, 


There’s plenty of people to jump on behind, 

Be it wagon or carriage of any kind; 

They care not for ‘‘mud,” just so they can ride, 
Or what be the cost you have to provide. 

Mr. L. S. Hubbell, manager of the Cuyahoga Telephone Co., 
at Chagrin Falls, Ohio, has gone after the same topic on dif- 
ferent lines. He convinces people by showing them the follow 
ing imaginary conversation: 

“Good morning, Neighbor Wise, my wife just told me she 
had an errand she wanted done at the other end of town, and 
as I see vou still have the horse you hired last spring, I thought 

would borrow him to do the errand. I won't be gone long, 
ind as you are not using him at present, I presume it will be 
all right.’’ 

“I always want to be accommodating, Neighbor Often, but 
the fact is I would be violating my contract with the company 
of whom I rented the horse, if I should loan him to you to use. 
You see I have hired him for the use of myself and family 
only, and I pay a certain price each month for this use, con- 
sequently I would be violating my contract if I should loan you 
the horse.” 

“But Neighbor Wise, you are not using the horse now, so 
what difference does it make, whether I drive over town, or 
you do?” 

“In the first place, although, the horse is not in actual use at 
present, he is of value to me here, inasmuch as he is in condi- 
tion and ready to use, and in my business I do not know what 
minute I will get a call and need to use the horse, so if you 
were using him I might suffer a serious loss on that account. 
In the second place, as I have said before, the company rented 
me the horse with the understanding that it was for the use of 
myself and family only and made the price of the rent on that 
basis. You see they furnish all the feed for the horse, and fur- 
nish and keep in repair the buggy, harness, etc. If the horse 
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goes lame they furnish me a new one at no expense to me. 
Of course they would not do this if I allowed my neighbors 
to use him.” 

“But Mr. Farr borrowed Mr. Toll’s horse the other day to 
drive way over to the next town. How about that? He rents 
from the same company you do.” 

“That was different in this respect—Mr. Farr told the com- 
pany that he wished to use the horse, and they said it’ was 
all right, provided Mr. Toll did not object. They told him 
that there was an additional charge where the horse was driven 
so far, and that this would be charged directly to Mr. Toll, as 
they had no contract with Mr. Farr and consequently no con 
venient way of collecting a bill from him. If the drive was a 
long one, it would be better for Mr. Farr to have gone to the 
company’s offices and hired another horse, as Mr. Toll may have 
needed his before Mr. Farr returned.” 

“T hear that Mr. Good has given up his ‘horse and sent it 
back to the company.” 

“Yes, it was for this reason, the neighbors used it more than 
he did. It was a great inconvenience to him, as they called 
on him for it at breakfast time, bed time, and in between. Lots 
of times they had it when he needed it most; then again they 
abused the horse more than he ever did, said it was slow and 
sometimes whipped it. He was afraid they would ruin the 
horse’s disposition. Of course the company knew it and spoke 
to Mr. Good about it, but he was afraid to offend his neigh- 
bors, so, as the easiest way out of it, he gave up the horse. 
His family feel dreadful about it, as they like the horse, and 
Mr. Good has lost considerable business.” 

“But, Neighbor Wise, don’t you think the company is too 
strict about a little thing like this?” 

“No, I do not. They have invested a good many thousand 
of dollars in this business, and it costs lots to maintain it and 
keep their equipment up to date and in good order, while their 
only source of income is the rental they get for the service.” 

“Of course I do not use my horse all the time, and it costs 
much less to keep him than if he were working hard, and then 
when I do want to use him, he gives me much better service 


than he would if my neighbors had been using him a good deal.”” 


“Do you have many requests for the use of your horse?” 

“Yes, more than you realize. This morning I was eating 
breakfast when a lady down the other side of town sent word 
and asked me to go over to Neighbor Near’s and have him 
come over and borrow my horse and ride down and see this 
lady about a church social. By the time this was all attended 
to, my breakfast was cold and another day begun wrong.” 

“But don’t your neighbors ever pay you for the use of the 
horse?” 

“They sometimes offer to do so, but, you see, according to 
my contract I have no right to let them use him, sol cannot 
place my approval on it by accepting pay for something I have 
no right to sell.” 

“Well, Neighbor Wise, I see things differently now, and I 
guess I must be going, for my wife was anxious for me to take 
some medicine up to the Parson’s house for their little boy, who 
was taken suddenly sick.” 

“If it is a case of sickness, Neighbor Often, take the horse 
and welcome, for the company has told me it is always ready to 
loan its service in case of sickness, or any misfortune.” 

“Thank you, I will, and I guess when I go past the company’s 
office, I will make arrangements for a rig of my own, for the 
cost is small and it is worth the price just to have it for such 
cases as this. Good bye. I won’t be gone longer than neces- 
sary.” ; J 


' 
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Legislation is pending in Ohio to require physical connection 
and interchange of toll and local messages between and among 
all telephone companies—competing non-competing; of 
good, bad and indifferent construction and service; with ade- 
quate facilities; solvent insolvent; now and _ hereafter 
organized. 

Those who have been so attracted by legislative proposals 
as to favor them, have viewed the prospect of getting what 
they want, or think they want in the way of additional con- 
nections. They have not considered what it is they will get 
which they do not want. They forget that part of what they 
want is outside of Ohio and beyond the jurisdiction of its 
legislature. 

This circular aims briefly to point out some of the dangers. 
Really to analyze the Billingslea bill and recite the troubles 
and losses it would bring would require a volume. 


and 


and 


Parasites. 

There appears to be no way to compel connection between 
existing companies that would not forthwith load up the busi- 
ness in all prosperous communities with parasite companies. 
In all cities, office buildings, manufacturing plants, department 
stores, suburbs, and congested business and residence sections, 
would establish small telephone companies (many not requiring 
franchises), operating within a limited area at small cost for 
construction, maintenance and operation, and enforce con- 
nection with the commercial companies, taking away the cream 
of their business. Rural communities would establish mutual 
farmers’ lines, giving them the form of commercial companies, 
and enforce connections. Toll lines would be built between 
centers carrying relative heavy loads, enforce connection with 
the local companies in these centers, and damage both these 
and the existing toll companies. 

Under no system of telephone rates is every telephone or 
message paid for in proportion to its cost. Business telephones 
may cost the company less than residence telephones, but they 
bring in more revenue. The like is true of telephones in 
thickly settled communities as compared with thinly settled 
communities. If business telephone charges are reduced to the 
basis of cost, every city exchange must raise its residence 
rates to the basis of cost (which in many cases would be pro- 
hibitive) or go out of business. The “reasonable compen- 
sation” which may be named in the law is not unlikely to be 
put upon such a basis of costs. 

Under many proposed systems of dual connections the new 
office building company could require payment from the origi- 
nal commercial company for messages received by it on a basis 
similar to the charge made against it for messages which it 
might originate. The balance might be little, nothing or less 
than nothing for the commercial company. 

This danger is not imaginary. There are establish- 
ments planning for such service, manufacturers planning to 
furnish the equipment, and promoters prepared to exploit the 
advantages. 


many 


How the danger would be less to Bell companies than to 
Independent companies we do not see, unless it might be that 
in the ensuing general insolvency the Bell companies might 
expect to outlast their competitiors and bring the condition 
around to a fair basis through the repeal of the law. 

“Dual connection” compulsion is misnamed. It should be 
“multiple connection” or “everybody his own telephone com- 


pany.” 





*Prepared by the Ohio Independent Telephone Association, 
apropos of the Billingslea Bill, while it was before the legislature. 


Objections to Compulsory Telephone Inter- 
change Legislation’ 








Instead of “unified service” there would come service diversi- 
fied a hundred fold. 

Difficulties. 

At a few smaller exchanges, effecting between competitors 
that degree of harmony, co-operation, and good faith that effi- 
cient telephone operation requires, might be within accom- 
plishment. Surely it is plain that this would not be possible 
were the disturbance general. 

The difficulties of arriving at agreements for interchange 
would be immense, if not insuperable. Consider some of the 
problems : 

The physical difficulties and technical problems we will not 
go into. Telephone men will recognize their number and im- 
portance, particularly for local interchange. 

Service Difficulties—In these are involved all the delicacies 
of telephone lines and instruments—small wire connected with 
large wire, iron wire connected with copper, good transmitters 
associated with grounded party connected with 
metallic main lines, good operation and poor. These are only 
a few of the difficulties arising with perfectly good intentions. 

Competitive Difficulties—If there is competition for the toll 
business from a given exchange, which there would be unless 
the traffic were evenly balanced with the facilities, the mainte- 
nance of such harmony as would protect the service would be 
beyond any iegal enforcement. 

Precedence—The order of transmission of 
ticularly with inadequate facilities, would involve distinctions 
between short and long haul messages, from or to good lines 
or bad lines, messages which could be nursed through and 
which could not be nursed through, home and foreign mes- 
sages, customers’ preferences, relative business or public im- 
portance, and others. 

Commissions between companies, open or secret, would enter 
into competitive issues. 

The collection problems would be neither few nor 
Skipping for brevity many and important other difficulties, we 
come to one of the most important of all, namely: 

Charges—The bill provides for reasonable compensation. It 
commands the companies to agree or to refer their disagree- 
ment to a Probate Court for final adjudication. The telephone 
rate problem is a sufficiently intricate and unsettled one at 
best. The general tendency of public rate-making authorities 
is to base upon cost. This eliminates the elements of good 
will and contract values. These are highly important in the 
telephone business. They are very nearly wiped out automati- 
cally by the terms of the Billingslea bill, which throws open 
each company’s connections to its existing and prospective 
competitors. The remaining values would doubtlessly be wiped 
out by court actions. 

Consider the business telephones, which cost less for con- 
struction and maintenance, but which have the greatest value: 
consider the best farm lines, which are valuable and profitable 
assets; and compare these with the long reaching residence 
lines and farm lines, and consider what would become of the 
business if they were equalized on a basis of cost. The latter 
do not pay their share of the cost of running the telephone 
business, and if rated in proportion to such cost would not hold 
the subscribers. 

Between local exchanges it is doubtful whether a five-cent 
toll charge would pay for interchange. Even in this there is 
little or no saving anywhere in Ohio as against subscribing 
for a second telephone for any use having two calls a day. 


Legal Enforcement. 
The Billingslea bill commands the companies to agree. 
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have named only a few of the problems requiring agreement 
and only suggested their intricacy. A legislative or court 
command on persons to agree is no more effective than your 
verbal injunction to your children to be good. The suppo- 
sition that the probate judges, with their other duties, could 
so digest the telephone business as to provide proper and final 
agreements covering all the issues involved is hopelessly 
absurd. 
Monopoly. 

There are questions whether the bill does not involve the 
impairment of contracts and the deprivation of property to pro- 
visions of the United States constitution. 

Waiving, however, the entire consideration of these diff- 
culties, and all questions of parasitic companies, and supposing 
that the service could be made effective and profitable, then 
what of the ultimate outcome? There seems to be no escape 
from the conclusion that such interchange between two local 
companies means ultimate monopoly. It would turn the case 
into a contest, each against the other, with one or the other 
having the initial advantage. The differential advantages of 
the competitors in securing business may be in rates, num- 
bers, service, public custom or good-will, character of sub- 
scription list, and extent and character of long-distance connec- 
tions. If the last two are equalized by interconnection, then 
the advantage would probably lie with the greater numerical 
list. The numerical advantage would tend to increase in 
favor of that company getting the best start. Duplicate sub- 
scribers would tend to drop their weaker connection. Old sub- 
scribers on the weaker company would tend to change to the 
stronger. New subscribers would tend to take their service 
from the larger company. To all appearances the new sub- 
scribers before long would outnumber the old. Could the 
weaker save itself from bankruptcy by reducing its rates? In 
order to help itself, it must cut rates greatly. It could not 
cut expenses to correspond. We will not go into this at further 
length. Every consideration leads to the same conclusion. 

It appears that instead of compulsory interchange the stat« 
might as well declare the telephone policy to be monopoly, and 
require that all companies shall, with three months say, so 
adjust their business that all but one shall go out with as little 
loss as may be to their investors, and leave the field to one 
under such monopolistic conditions as may please the state. 
This would be better before than after the parasites began to 
breed. 

On this point, as well as others, see pamphlet issued by this 
association in February, 1908—‘“A Discussion of Telephone 
Competition.” 

Toll Line Companies. 

Competition exists now between two toll line interests. In 
the handling of the business there is little or no economy to 
be effected by combination, except that which might reduce 
wasteful competition. Competition is seldom put upon a waste 
ful basis except when one competitor expects to put the other 
out of business and establish a monopoly for himself. The 
vastefulness of competition under dual connection would have 
a strong tendency to drive the toll line companies into com- 
bination. They would be more apt to divide the little fellows’ 
fferings than to fight over them. 

Toll and Local Companies. 

If there is anything in which the small telephone exchange 
ompanies arc interested it is the maintenance of competitive 
toll line service. Whenever the toll line business comes into 
monopolistic hands the monopoly has the means of throttling 
the small companies. This has been brought home to all tele- 
phone men over and over again. It is the A B C of the busi- 
ness. 


We do not care to enter upon questions of regulation. We 
do not believe any state officer could by any means under the 
compulsory connection law protect existing telephone interests, 
particularly where these have been at all well developed. 
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This circular, designed briefly to point out some of the 
dangers of compulsory connection laws, is perhaps already 
too long. It is designed to touch the subject in such a way as 
to lead telephone officers to think for themselves and oppose 
as strongly as they can the shortsighted plans which, if car- 
ried out, would shoot the business to pieces. 





Why Do We Charge to Change the Location of Telephones? 


When computing rates for telephone service the period of 
service is all important. It does not cost any more in labor 
and material to install a telephone for one year than it does 
for one day. The rates being based on one year’s service, it 
is not contemplated that the company will be required to add 
to its expense by changing the location within a year, and as 
many of the subscribers do not have their telephones moved it 
would be an unfair distribution of this expense to tax a part 
of the cost of moving against subscribers who do not move. 

The cost of moving telephones should not be considered 
when computing rates, any more than a furniture dealer should 
charge you an amount in excess of the selling price to cover 
the cost of moving the furniture trom one floor to another 
after it has been delivered and placed, as requested by the 
buyer, and the men have left the premises on another job, as 
the percentage of people who would make this request is so 
small that it would be putting a burden of expense on a large 
percentage of the buyers who would not incur this expense; 
hence it would not be responsible or fair to the average buyer. 

If the expense of moving telephones were not charged 
against subscribers who do move, the schedule of rates would 
have to be readjusted so as to take care of this expense, in 
which event subscribers who do not move would be required 
to pay for something they do not receive. It is therefore proper 
and fair to all that the expense of moving telephones should 
only be charged against the subscribers who do move. 

The cost of moving telephones may not always be the same, 
as the quality of material used and the time it requires to com- 
plete each job may vary. When subscribers request anything 
done, however, they usually want to know what it will cost 
before the job is started. By figuring the actual cost of all 
moves for many months, the company arrives at the average 
cost of moving each telephone, and by using such average as 
the uniform moving charge we are able to tell the subscriber 
just what the move will cost before the expense is incurred. 
This saves much dissatisfaction on the part of subscribers, who, 
under the other arrangements might underestimate the actual 
cost and could not be informed of it until the work had been 
completed.—Wisconsin Telethone News. 
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Telephone Echo. 

W. L. Ross, treasurer of the Cuyahoga Telephone Company, 
tells of the awful case of a woman on a suburban party line 
who was in the habit of talking, or listening to other people 
talking, over that line all day long, or until hunger would drive 
her from the telephone. 





One day a man on the same line picked up the receiver and 
heard this woman and another one working a conversational 
relay. He was annoyed over having to wait and set about 
making the women mad at each other so that they wouldn't 
talk any more. He placed the receiver on his telephone up 
against the transmitter, with the result that when the other 
woman was talking, her words came right back to her own 
ears. 

The woman that happened to be having the flow of words 
to the face at that moment thought her neighbor was mock- 
ing her, and after telling what she thought of the bringing 
up of people that would stoop to such discourtesy, she hung 
up. 

Then the man put in his call and was not molested.—Cleve- 
land Plain Dealer. 
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The Telephone in the Courts 


Conducted by A. H. McMillan 


Transferability of Stock in Unincorporated Rural Company. 

A number of farmers agreed among themselves to construct 
a telephone line which should run from the village of Muns- 
ville, New York, to their respective residences; that each 
should furnish the poles to be used upon his own premises; and 
that all other expenses of construction and the expense of 
operating the line, should be borne by them jointly, and each 
should contribute equally toward such construction and opera- 
tion. The line was constructed to a point near the village from 
which it ran to the poles of an incorporated company. An ar- 
rangement was made with the incorporated company to furnish 
the instruments and do the switching at Munsville and thus the 
farmers were connected not only with each other, but with all 
the patrons of the incorporated company. The expenses of 
construction were comparatively slight. Each member fur- 
mished the poles that were used upon his own land, about 100 
in number, at an average value of about 50 cents apiece. Be- 
sides the poles, the expense was about $5.40 for each member. 

One member named Foster decided to move away from his 
farm and hold an auction of his personal property. Among other 
things, he advertised for sale his interest in the telephone line. 
The company held a meeting and decided not to extend the 
line in any direction. The interest of Foster in the telephone 
line was purchased by a neighbor who had to make an exten- 
sion of the line across his own premises to connect with it. 
The company refused to permit him to connect with its line, 
cutting the wire at the point of connection. The company was 
unincorporated. It was not organized with the intention of 
making a profit, but only to secure to the membership, the con- 
venience of a telephone connection. The purchaser of Foster’s 
interest in the company brought suit to compel it to recognize 
him as a member. This the supreme court of New York re- 
fused to do. The court held that the association was not a 
partnership nor a joint stock company, but a voluntary associa- 
tion and as such could not be compelled to grant any rights to 
the purchaser of Foster’s membership, since membership in the 
company was a privilege that might be accorded or withheld at 
pleasure. The property, the court found, was held by the mem- 
bers as joint tenants, and not as tenants in common, and hence 
the purchaser had no common interest in the property. The 
legality of the meeting at which it was decided not to extend 
the line was discussed and upheld. 

Branagan vs. Buchman, 122 Nys., 610. 
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No Liability for Refusal to Transmit Messages. 

An action was brought against the Albany Telephone Com- 
pany and the Southwestern Telegraph & Telephone Company 
for damages for the negligent failure of those companies to 
attend to three telephone calls tendered them about August 2, 
1907, for one J. B. Terry, relative to the serious illness of his 
brother. A judgment of $500 for the plaintiff was reversed 





by the Texas court of civil appeals. The evidence showed that 
a call was put in at Clarksville to the Southwestern Telegraph 
and Telephone Company, whose line extends from Clarksville 
to Cisco, at which place the call was delivered to the Albany 
Telephone Company, whose line extends from Cisco to Stam- 
ford and Rotan. The Albany Telephone Company received the 
call and made every effort to find Terry at Stamford, but he 
was not there, but had left for Rotan. There was an arrange- 
ment between the two companies whereby they would handle 
ealls for Stamford but not for Rotan. Terry, learning in some 
way that he was wanted, tried to call up Clarksville from Rotan 
but did not succeed. Later a call was put in for Terry at 
Clarksville for Rotan, but was refused. Neither of the com- 


panies offered to handle calls for the public between the stations 
of Clarksville and Rotan. For this reason, the court held that 
there was no duty imposed by law or contract on either of the 
companies to afford the means of telephonic communication 
between Rotan and Clarksville. Albany Tel. Co. vs. Terry, 
127 S.W., 567. 





Guy Wire Not a Trap for Children. 

The Cumberland Telephone & Telegraph Company at Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, was sued by a four year old infant for dam- 
ages for personal injury. The injury occurred on a guy wire 
which the company had constructed near one of its poles for 
the purpose of supporting it. The guy wire consisted of two 
small cables made up of two or more rather thick wires. These 
were tied to the pole near the top and drawn at an angle to 
the ground, where they were passed through a hole in a stake, 
thus forming a loop. Then the cable was drawn up a few feet 
where it was tied. The complaint was that the ends of the 
wires were not tied or enclosed in any manner, but were left 
exposed ; that the child climbed up the step on the bottom of the 
pole and reached up his hand, which came in contact with a 
prong. As he stepped down, his finger was jerked off. After 
a trial, a judgment was recovered which was reversed by the 
court of appeals of Kentucky.” The court, in its opinion, stated 
that the real question was whether or not the pole, with a guy 
wire attached and prongs exposed, constituted an attractive or 
dangerous trap for little children. The court held that a guy 
wire is not a dangerous instrumentality, attractive and alluring 
to children. The exposure of the prongs of the guy wire was 
held not to render it dangerous, unless used in a manner which 
could not be anticipated. The child was regarded as a tres- 
passer. Thompson vs. Cumberland Tel. & Teg. Co., 127 
S.W., 531. 





Lightning Carried by Telephone Wires. 

To prevent lightning being conducted into a house by tele 
phone wires, use of which has been discontinued, it is the duty 
of the telephone company to use not only the best precautions 
known to it or its agents, but to take such reasonable precau- 
tion as a man of ordinary prudence would, to select and use 
the best methods known to science to prevent injuries, and 
since the company operates a dangerous agency, it cannot es 
cape liability for resulting injury on the plea alone that the 
instrumentalities used to protect its patrons were as good as 
were known to it. Such was the holding of the court of civil 
appeals of Texas in an action brought against the Texas Tele 
graph & Telephone Company for injury to complainant’s wife, 
by lightning being conducted into her house over telephone 
wires, negligently left there after the company had removed 
the telephone. The evidence showed that the company failed to 
use what is known as a “lightning arrester.”’ The company 
claimed that it had taken proper safeguards by twisting thé 
line wire and the ground wire together. There was also evi 
dence to the effect that the use of a lightning arrester was 
better safeguard, and that the best precaution was to remov 
the wire from the house. Texas Teg. & Tel. Co., vs. Scott 
127 S.W., 587. 





Bi-Directional Signaling Device. 

The Herzog patent, No. 628,464 covered an electric sig 
naling apparatus and circuit used principally to enabl 
guests in hotels, by means of latent signal transmitters, to 
signal to a limited extent only; it being possible to sig 
nal from the office to a room only when the transmitte! 
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in the room is set for a signal to the office. 
not infringed by the system of bi-directional signaling in 


This patent is 


use in telephone exchange. Such is the decision of the 
United States Circuit Court in an equity suit brought by 
Felix Herzog and others, against the New York Telephone 
Company. The decision carefully compares the two devices 
and decides in favor of the telephone company. Herzog vs. 
N. Y. Tel. Co., 176 Fed., 349. 





Discrimination in Rates Against New Subscribers. 
The Telephone Company maintains an ex 
change in the city of Holland, Mich., where in 1907 it in 
stalled an automatic telephone system and fixed rates at 
$15 for residences and $24 for business places. Contracts 
for five made with its patrons. In 
1908 new rates for all new subscribers were fixed at $18 


Citizens’ 


and ten years 


were 


for residences and $30 for business places. The new sub- 


and 


scribers were given the same service used the same 
fixtures as the old subscribers. Telephones were placed 
free to all patrons, whether new or old subscribers. A citi- 


zen demanded that the company give him telephone serv- 


ice from its exchange at the same price it charged the old 
subscribers, and as the company refused to do this, he filed 
a bill of complaint to compel it to do so. He based his 


right of action statute of the state (Section 5270, 
C. L.), which required telephone companies to furnish tele- 
phones without discrimination. In defense, the company 
the amount exchange, the increase 
increase in Operating the greater num- 
ber of telephones, and the profits of the investment for 
different years, and argued that the business could not live 
at the rates charged and that the loss was occasioned by 


for new subscribers, and the increased expense 


upon a 


showed invested in its 


in telephones, the 


the investment 
of operating the exchange which they caused; that the new 
subscribers were in a class by themselves and that it was just 
ind reasonable that they should be charged more than the old 
court held that the contentions of the com- 
Said the court: “While it is prob- 


subscribers. The 


inv were without merit 
ibly true that the cost of operating a telephone exchange in- 
reases with the increased volume of business, it is equally true 
hat the whole body of subscribers, whether new or old, makes 
the added expense and reaps the added benefit.” The court held 
that the statute was but declaratory of the common law and 
that the rates fixed for new subscribers was a discrimination 
oth under the statute and at common law. It sustained a de 
complainant. 

Cel. Co., 17 Detroit Legal News, 360 
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Bradford vs. Citizens’ 





Stretching Rope Across Street. 
boy of sixteen was driving a wagon and the 
stretched across the street by 


oroce a? 
collided 

lephone company. 

which he 


with a rope 
The boy thrown out, 
the The court 


the boy’s negligence was for the jury 


was receiving 
juries for sued company. held 


at the question of 


e court could not say that he was wanting in due care 
ause he was not looking ahead all the time as he drove 
g, because he turned around and arranged the baskets 
his wagon. Longley vs. New England Tel. & Teg. Co., 
N. E., 1145 





The Trust Question as An Advertising Feature. 
the difficulties which Independent companies 
making progress against a cut-rate campaign is due to the 
k of foresight and short memory of the average telephone 
As soon as the Independent company appears on the 
the Bell people often remedy their faults and come 
The 


One of have 


ene, 


rward with promises that they will be good forever. 


fferson County Telephone Company is dealing with this sit- 
tion most intelligently in the advertising which it is using 
Watertown, New York. 


One of the recent mailing cards 
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sent out by the company bears on one side the cartoon here 
reproduced, while on the other side is the following: 


Do You Remember? 


When The Trust informed you that they must have $6.00 
a year more for the telephone in your house, how indifferent 
they were to your protest? 

How several hundred telephone users had their telephones re- 
moved because of that increase? 

How they made you pay the increase, or took your telephone 
out? 

How you were deprived of telephone service for more than 
a year, on account of that increase? 

How the matter was taken up by your Chamber of Com- 
merce without result from 
Trust officials? 

How you then promised your patronage to that Committee 
of your Chamber of Commerce, if they would bring about the 


any their negotiation with the 





THE TELEPHONE SITUATION 
AS IT REALLY IS 





The ultimatum issued to the Telephone users of Watertown 
when “The Trust” thought the “‘Home Phone Service” down 
and out—PAY OR QUIT. Mr. Phone User: Do you remember it? 











reorganization of the old Citizens Company so you would 
have telephone service at a reasonable price? 
Are you patronizing the “Home Phone” as promised? Or 


are you supporting The Trust that made you “pay or quit?” 
Think it over, Mr. Phone User. 
Jefferson County Telephone Co. 





“Now, I hold it is not decent for a scientific gent 
To say another is an ass—at least to all intent; 
Nor should the individual who happens to be meant 
Reply by heaving rocks at him to any great extent.” 
—Bret Harte 
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Matters of Practical Interest 


Prize for Good Operating. 

Operators of the telephone exchange at Marchfield, Wiscon- 
sin, have a double reason for becoming adept in the handling 
of calls. Recently, J. C. Marsh, manager and proprietor of 
the exchange, notified the girls that a prize of $3 would be 
given to the most rapid operator at the end of each month, 
and a prize of $15 at the end of the year to the one having the 
best average. A stop watch is used freely, and the manager 
reports that the speed has already been increased from 10 to 
15 per cent. Mr. Marsh writes to TELEPHONY, in response to 
an inquiry, that the only objections to the plan he sees thus 
far is that some of the operators have a tendency to feel 
that they had been doing their best before the plan was 
instituted, but that he was not satisfied with their work. He 
states further, however, that the plan certainly helps and that 
he will continue giving the prizes. 


Up-to-Date Use of the Automobile. 

Ingenious telephone men are constatly finding new uses for 
the automobile in connection with their exchange work. There 
is hardly a man in charge of a prosperous system having more 
than one exchange, who does not use his machine constantly 





We had considerable trouble last winter with some of our 
wires breaking when subjected to the extra strain of contrac- 
tion in the extreme cold weather, or the load of ice deposited 
by a sleet storm. 

We found, by examining the ends of the broken wires, that they 
had always broken at a weak point. In one case a kink had 
been made and straightened out again before the wire was 
pulled up, making a very short twist in the wire at that point 
In another case it was a soft place in the wire; but in nearly 
every case a notch had been worn in the wire. Since that 
time we have been taking notice of everything that might 
have a tendency to produce a weak point in a line wire by wear 
ing a notch in it. 


It seems that many of the lines in this neighborhood have 
been built in a hurry, or by careless linemen, who did not take 
the time or the trouble to “cinch’’ their tie wires properly, these 
being made very short, allowing only one and a half turns 
around the line wire at each side of the insulator. 

As the line wire was not brought up tight against the insul- 
ator in tying, there was considerable vibration between the 
line wire and its tie wires and insulators, which in cold weather 

















Two Automobiles Pulled this 5,200 Poung Reel of Cable Up a Sharp Grade at Raleigh, N. C. 


for inspecting the lines, and in keeping in touch with gang: 
of men working on different parts of the system. It is used 
for toll line maintenance work, and frequently for transporting 
all sorts of material. It seems to have remained for W. A. 
Wvynee of Raleigh, N. C., however, to use a machine of the 
regular type for transporting cable. Mr. Wynee hitched up 
the car that he uses ordinarily in. his telephone work but it 
was not quite powerful enough to take the heavy reel up the 
grade. He then put on another big car and things moved off 
as quickly as could be wished. 

Observations of a Troubleman—Loose Ties a Source of 

Much Trouble. 

A grounded line telephone was installed in a dwelling which 
had a metal roof, and was spouted. The spouting was not 
grounded. The line wire of the telephone passed within an 
inch and a quarter of the downspout. 

One day lightning struck the chimney of the dwelling. Part 
of the charge went down the chimney, knocking the stove pipe 
down and scattering soot all over the room. The remainder 
of the charge spread on the metal roof and followed down the 
spouting. A hole about an inch in diameter was made in the 
spouting where the charge jumped to the line wire of the tele- 
phone, which it followed in, burning out both coils of the 
ringer and entirely demagnetizing the ringer magnet. 





became a rapid tattoo, wearing much faster than one would sup 
pose. 

In most cases it was the tie wire which became worn, but 
sometimes it was the line wire and sometimes the insulator 
In one case the line wire was buried the depth of itself in a 
notch it had worn in the insulator. 

Some of these tie wires would become detached at one end 
or worn in two by the vibration, and would slide, with th 
help of the wind, out into the middle of the span. 

If there should be a joint in the span the tie wire would sto} 
there and swing back and forth in the wind, wearing a notcl 
and preparing the wire for a future break when some extr 
strain came on it. 

The writer noticed, a short time ago, where an old drop had 


been removed from a line, that the drop wire had simply bee 


cut off where it was attached to the line, leaving the end still 
wrapped around the line wire. 

At one end this wire was wrapped tightly around the lin 
wire, but at the other end was loose for three or four turns 
and had already worn a slight depression in the line wire by 
its rapid vibration. This was immediately removed. 

Of course, being tied in the manner described above, when 
ever a wire broke the slack would run back through these loose 
tie wires until some tight tie wire would hold it. Sometimes 
this would be as much as half a mile. Thus we were obliged 
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to do many times as much work in repairing the damage, as 
would have been necessary with proper tying. 

The present management is trying to prevent as much of such 
trouble as possible in the future, by having all swinging tie 
wires removed: In repairing and reconstructing all tie wires 
are made long, and in tying in are well spun out and cinched 
in on the line wire. 


Bradford, Ohio. C. O. Chapman. 





Sparrows Spoil Talking. 

In the May 28 TELEPHONY I notice an article about rats 
causing cable trouble. In our town we had a case 
sparrows. Although not so hard to locate or repair as the rat 
trouble it was trouble just the same. The pairs had shown 
a light ground for quite a while, but not enough to cause 
trouble. One damp morning it got worse, and I knew we 
had a wet cable somewhere. I sent out one of the boys to 
“short” a pair for a Varley measurement and on going out he 
happened to go up to the can this side of the one where he 
was expected to “short” the pair. Raising the cover there was 
the “trouble” staring him in the face, a nest full of half grown 
birds. This can had no service wires working out of it, and 
the sparrows had gone in at the opening left for service wires, 
crawled over the top down into the fuse space and there 
built themselves a The bottom of the nest was very 
wet owing to the young birds being in there, and as the frame 
of the can was grounded the pairs were getting a ground 
through the wet nest. On tearing out the nest our trouble 
I guess it is needless to add that Bill, the trou- 
bleman, did not make pets of the young sparrows, and now 


due to 


nest. 


was cleared. 


we are plugging up the service wire opening in all our cans 
Chillicothe, Mo J. A. Davenport, 
Supt. Peoples Tel. Co. 
Manager Wants to Hear From People Who Have Used 
Edison Cell for Transmitters. 

\n electrician persuaded me to try the Edison cell for oper- 
transmitters. I put two on the operator’s set at each 
100 drop board, and it was but a short time until my subscrib- 
ers began to complain that they could not hear the operators 
as plainly as usual. These cells do not talk up as well for me 
as the gravity cell. I would rather use them if they could 
be made to do as well as the others, and I would like to know 
whether or not they can be made to talk up as weli, or must 
[ return to the other to get the best service? Other managers 
who have used both, please write. 

Haddam, Kans H. M. Ochiltree, Mer., 

Iladdam Telephone Company 





ators’ 


——> 


Information Wanted. 
[HE Epiror or TELEPHONY would like to Tele- 
phone companies which employ automobiles, motor wagons or 
motorcycles in their work, stating what kind of a machine is 





hear from 


with a_ frank regarding its 


alue for such purposes—its economies, conveniences, etc. 


employed, together expression 


Taxes on Telephone Companies in New York State. 

Like railroads, telephone lines run between municipal di- 
visions, traverse counties, and with the long distance lines, 
link commonwealths together. As a result a vast amount 
of confusion has arisen in the taxation of such corporations. 
There are no less than eleven different kinds of taxes paid 
by telephone companies in New York state, to say nothing 
about the new Federal corporation tax. Among these may 
be mentioned the state tax on capital stock and gross earn- 
ings, the mortgage recording tax, the special franchise tax, 
the county, town and state tax and the highway, village, 
school and special local taxes. In a discussion of this sub- 
ject before the Third International Conference on State and 
Local Taxation, at Louisville, Hugh Taylor of the Federal 
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Telephone and Telegraph Company of Buffalo, N. Y., called 
attention to the conflicting methods of computing the an- 
nual capital stock tax, payable in advance to the state treas- 
ury for the privilege of doing business as a corporation. He 


said: “In general, its effect is similar to an income tax of 
214 per cent, but there is a minimum rate that is even heav- 
ier On companies earning small incomes or none at all. Tele- 
phone company taxes may be classed under two different 
heads, according as to the rates are fixed or fluctuating from 
year to year. In New York: state the organization tax of 
one-twentieth of one per cent; the capital stock tax, the 
gross earnings tax, and the state mortgage recording tax 
are fixed taxes. The others vary, not only in different juris- 
dictions, but from period to period, thus making it im- 
possible to anticipate the extent of the burden. The onus 
of knowing when and where to pay rests upon the company, 
and there is a penalty of 4 per cent for a lapse of thirty 
days. The necessity of watchfulness to avoid penalties cer- 
tainly suggests amendment of the laws whereby corpora- 
tions may have the notice of liability, as in the state of 


Pennsylvania. Our legislators might well serve the public 


‘by taking up the problem of unifying the fiscal relations of 


corporations, of which it is not suggested that telephone 
companies have more than their proportion of the burden.” 





Advanced Study of Electrical Engineering at the Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology. 

Some interesting facts are being brought out by investiga- 
tions of the effects of high voltages on insulating material 
by Mr. H. S. Osborne, who is carrying out work for the de- 
gree of Doctor of Engineering at the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology. At a recent meeting of the Boston 
Section of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers 
which was held at the electrical engineering laboratories of 
the Institute of Techonolgy, Mr. Osborne lectured on the 
results in an interesting and effective manner and set forth 
theories of the effect of high voltage on insulating ma- 
terials which are in closer harmony with experimental facts 
than the theories usually stated. 

The lectures of Professor Harold Pender for graduate 
students will next year extend the discussion contained in 
his advanced lectures of this year on the high voltage alter- 
nating transmission and utilization of power. The general 
treatment of the transmission circuit contained in his lec- 
tures of this year will be repeated and extended and more 
attention will be given to the conditions arising from the 
utilization of the power. 

Professor Jackson’s lectures for graduate students on the 
organization and administration of public service companies 
have this year dealt more particularly with questions of 
value of plant, the theory of so-called intangible values, the 
relation of revenues to value of the plant, depreciation, and 
the like; and next year the lectures will be directed more 
to the theory underlying methods of charging for service 
by public service companies, with particular reference to 
charges for electric light and power, but with collateral con- 
sideration of railroad and tramway charges and charges for 
gas and the service of other public utilities. 

Professor Wickenden will originate a course of lectures 
on illumination, photometry and illuminating engineering 
which will become a part of the optional curriculum for 
undergraduate and graduate students. 


Ohio Independent Rates for Long-Distance Service Not to 
Be Changed at Present. 

At a meeting of the Rate Comittee of the Ohio Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association, held this week, it was 
definitely decided that it is not desirable to change the 
rates for long-distance service at the present time. The 





tates established by the United States Telephone Company 
on December 15, 1909, will stand until further notice. 
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Inequality of Charges Under Flat Rate System 


The report to the Massachusetts Highway Commission on 
telephone rates for Boston and suburban districts, by D. C. 
and William B. Jackson, shows great ingenuity and scientific 
foresight in its original methods of attacking some of the im- 
portant rate problems presented in a district where a very com- 
plicated system of charges has grown up. Some of the Boston 
rates are for metropolitan service only, and others include free 
trunking service between suburban, or suburban and metro- 
politan districts; some charges are on a flat rate basis, others 
measured service. 

The accompanying chart, which forms a part of the report 


company’s regular rate of charges in each class of service and 
the average number of messages per telephone. This gives a 
result that may be relied upon as approximately accurate. The 
average number of messages per telephone is obtained from 
careful traffic cotints and records made by the telephone com- 
pany during 1908, and again during the first half of 1909 at the 
request of your Honorable Body. These records were checked 
by older monthly records, and were available by the autumn 
of 1909 for use in the study of rates. 

“Tt will be observed from Chart No. 9 that the average rates 
paid per message in the various classes of service range from 
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CHART NO. 9. 
PRESENT RATE CHARGES 








SHOWING FOR EACH IMPORTANT CLASS 
OF SERVICE, METROPOLITAN AND SUBURBAN. 
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An Important Chart Showing Diversity of Charges Per Message for Telephone Service in Boston and Suburban Districts. 
merits careful study on the part of those who believe that the fantially 2 cents per message to nearly 8 cents per message 
telephone business will eventually make a nearer approach than \n average of approximately 2 cents per message pertains to 
it has yet reached to the principle of substantially equalcharges the Metropolitan single-party unlimited business service covet 
for equal service value rendered ing all exchanges in the Boston and Suburban District, for 

Concerning the matter which this chart illustrates, the report which $162 a year is paid, and also to the six-party residenc« 

says, under the head, “Inappropriateness of Existing Flat unlimited surburban service covering Suburban exchanges only, 
Rates”: “For the purpose of illustrating the inapplicability of for which $25 a year is paid. On the other hand, prices ‘of 


flat rates which allow unlimited service over the 436 square 
miles in the Boston and Suburban District, we have drawn up 
charts which show the prices paid per message for service by 
the flat-rate telephone users and other users. 

“Chart No. 9 shows the average prices paid per message in 
all of the various classes, but not including the charges for 
auxiliary equipment. These figures are obtained by taking the 
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over 7 cents per message occur in three classes of service, name 
lv: single-party measured service telephones located in the 
suburban part of the district, but taking the Metropolitan rate 
of $60 for 600 messages, and covering all exchanges in the 
district; two-party measured service telephones located in the 
suburban part of the district, but taking the Metropolitan rate 
of $45 for 500 messages, and covering all exchanges in the dis 
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trict; and single-party measured service suburban residence tele- 
phones, with a rate of $48 for 600 messages, and covering only 
Suburban exchanges. 

“These three last-named rates are given the designating let- 
ters MR, NR and PR, respectively, by the telephone company. 
The part of the MR service for measured-rate telephones lo- 
cated in the Metropolitan portion of the district affords a 
lower rate per message, because those telephones make more 
calls, and the 3-cent charge applying to messages in excess of 
900 within the year applies on a larger proportion of the total 
calls. 

“A straight line of dashes is drawn through Chart No. 9 at 
a rate representing 3.46 cents. This represents the averaze 
charge per message for all classes of service, exclusive of pri- 
vate branch exchange service, computed in the manner already 
described. One division of the service has its average charge 
substantially upon that line. This comprises the unlimited res- 
idence, or D service, at $116 per year for telephones located 
in the Suburban district, but taking the rates for unlimited 
service the entire Suburban The 
remaining portion of the D service, for telephones located in 


over 3oston and District. 
the Metropolitan district, gives a slightly lower rate. 


“Eight different complete classes of service now enjoy an 
average rate per message which is lower than the average price 
per message for all the messages from all classes of service; 
and the portion of the D service relating to telephones located 
in the Metropolitan portion of the district also receives an 
average lower than the average for all messages. 

“The A for which $162 
per year is charged, is illustrated by two points on Chart No. 
9. One represents the telephones located within the Metropol- 
itan district, and the other represents the telephones of the 
same cl: 


class, or unlimited business service, 


iss which are located in the Suburban district, but still 
have the full There are, there 
fore, ten points locating average message charges on the chart 
which are lower than the line which represents by its height 
the average price collected by the company for all the messages 


Boston and Suburban service. 


from all classes of service except the private branch exchanges, 

and not including the toll connections. 
“Twelve separate classes of service pay rates per 

higher than the average charge per message for all classs. On 


message 


account of the division of certain classes into two parts in our 
investigation, namely, into parts separately representing tele- 
phones within the Metropolitan district and telephones in the 
district 


sixteen points are 


Surburban for those classes having telephones in each, 
the chart represent rates 


per message higher than the average charge per message for 


shown on which 


all classses 
“The Class A subscribers, namely, those paying the rate of 
$162 per vear for business service throughout the Boston and 


Suburban District, aggregate approximately 3014 million mes- 
ages per annum (not including toll messages), originated in 
3.942 main telephones. All classes of subscribers in the Bos- 
District, 


hanges, comprise 70,574 main telephones (using figures of date 


ton and Suburban excluding private branch ex 


f traffic records), and originate per annum approximately 
111 million messages going to other telephones in the district. 
It will be observed that the relatively few Class A subscribers, 
‘epresenting 5.6 per cent of all the main telephones in the Bos- 
and Suburban District, originate 27.5 per cent of the mes 
ages outside of the private branch exchange telephones. 
“The private branch exchange subscribers are originating over 
\9 million messages per annum which go to other telephones in 
the district, and the total number of messages originating at 
telephones within the Boston and Suburban District which ter- 
minate in telephones within the same district aggregate approxi- 
mately 130 million per annum: These traffic data come from 
the traffic records heretofore referred to. This total is dis- 


tributed as follows: approximately 23 per cent of the messages 
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for the flat-rate single-party business (Class A) lines, for which 
$162 per annum is paid; approximately 15 per cent for the private 
branch exchange service; and approximately 62 per cent for 
all the other service. 
ceived from the private branch exchange telephones is difficult 
to compute, on account of the fact that the charges include so 
large a proportion of rental for special equipment, and also 
from the fact that the range of service within the private branch 
exchange classification includes so many factors; but the price 
paid per message by the private branch exchanges is materially 
higher than the average for the classes of service shown on 
Chart No. 9. This may be reasonable for the private branch 
exchange subscribers, on account of the advantages they obtain 
from intercommunication service within the private branch ex- 
change; but if the average is a fair rate per message for the 
classes of service shown on Chart No. 9, it is apparent that 
the Class A unlimited subscribers which are averaging a rate 
of little over 2 cents per message are getting their service at 
proportionally too low a price, and that some of the burden of 
carrying the under charge enjoyed by these large users is put 
upon the small two-party and multi-party users who can least 
afford to pay excessively for the service, and the remainder is 
carried by the private branch exchange users. We think that 
this accounts partially for the relatively poor development of 
the telephone business in certain of the towns which are centers 
of least wealth. We believe that a readjustment of rates should 
be made with a view toward equalizing the burden, so that the 


The average income per message re- 


income from each class of service may be more nearly in pro 
portion to the extent of the service required by the class, and 
the amount of investment required to establish and render that 
service. 

“The foregoing deductions are based on the average uses of 
the telephone by the several classes into which the subscribers 
are divided by the classifications of the rates; but there are also 
differences between the telephone use by individual subscribers 
of a class, and certain of the existing classes afford opportunity 
for such differences that a few users get their service actually 
below the cost of the wages of operators required to give the 
service.” 

A foot note adds: 

“The total number of main telephones was 70,574 in the sum- 
mer of 1908 and 76,385 for November 30, 1909. Of the latter 
number, 51.9 per cent are telephones with coin-box or ordinary 
measured rate service, and 48.1 per cent are flat-rate tele- 
phones for unlimited service in either the Boston and Suburban 
the Suburban District. It 
the message-rate telephones are in 


Districts or is to be observed that 
a considerable majority 
These are the refuge of the smaller telephone users, but the 
existing system of rates makes the message rates higher than is 
reasonable or fair, while some of the users who subscribe to 
unlimited are getting more than a fair amount of service for 
the money they pay. The number of main telephones in the 
classes that are paying more than the average price indicated 
in Chart No. 9 aggregates approximately 51,200 and the number 
of main telephones in the classes paying less than the average 
price indicated in the chart aggregates approximately 26,200.” 


Telephone Men Join the A. I. E. E. 


In the June Proceedings of the American Institute of Elec 





trical Engineers are found the names of the following telephone 
Edmund 
L. Andrews, plant department American Telephone and Tele 
graph Company, New York City, N. Y.; Thomas Francis Irvine, 
electrical engineer, Central District & Printing Company, Pitts 
burg, Pa.; Edmund S. C. May, telephone engineering plant de- 
partment, American Telephone & Telegraph Company, New 
York City, N. Y., and Wilbur Lewis Vatter, engineering de- 
partment, American Telephone & Telegraph Company, New 


York City, N. Y. 


men elected to associate membership in the Institute: 
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News of the Week 


North Dakota Convention, Minot, July 18, 19, 20. 


No Receivership for Continental Telephone. 

The differences between the various interests of the Conti- 
nental Telephone & Telegraph Company which resulted in the 
recent application for the appointment of receivers for the 
company in the United States Circuit Court, were patched up 
last Monday at a conference held at Trenton, attended by teie- 
phone men from various sections of the country. The appli- 
cation for the receivers was made by former Attorney General 
Robert H. McCarter of New Jersey, representing Max Koehler 
of St. Louis and Bernard M. Wolf of Boston. 

TELEPHONY’S correspondent at Trenton reports as follows: 

Judge Rellstab allowed an order on the application May 24 
directing the defendant company to show cause here why an 
injunction should not issue against it and receivers be ap- 
pointed as prayed for in the application. 

Following the conference Monday Mr. McCarter appeared 
before Judge Rellstab, with Richard V. Lindabury, counsel for 
the company, and consented to the entering of an order dis- 
solving the temporary restraint placed in the original order 
stopping the corporation from transacting business and paying 
out any money. 

The order vacating the temporary restraint was immediately 
prepared and Judge Rellstab signed it. It was allowed on cer- 
tain conditions which were expressly named therein, namely, 
that claims of certain creditors of this city and New York, 
which arose through their connection with the Inter-State 
Telephone & Telegraph Company and aggregating about $4,500, 
be paid forthwith; also that the company give a bond of $2,000 
conditioned on the payment to Judge James B. Holland of Phil- 
delphia of his alleged claim of about $1,000 should this claim 
be established as a liability of the Continental. 

The claims in question were as follows: Allan C. Bake 
well of New York, $7,075.25; former State Comptroller Wil- 
liam S. Hancock of this city, $972.50; Barker Gummere of 
this city, $386.25. These were for unpaid and past due cou- 
pons upon notes of the Continental company, being part of 
the issue of December 1, last, and aggregating $1,125,000. The 
claim of Judge Holland was for unpaid interest on $5,000 bonds 
of the American Union Telephone Company, which was in- 
volved in the litigation as one of the subsidiary companies of 
the Continental. 

In asking Judge Rellstab to vacate the temporary restraint 
Mr. McCarter stated that the differences between the parties 
to the suit had been adjusted and they hoped to get the com- 
pany out of the snarl and effect a re-organization. He showed 
that the order prevented the company from paying current 
bills and was injuring its credit; that the money was ready to 
pay Judge Holland and the other creditors in question and 
that if the authority was given to meet these claims the com- 
pany could proceed with its business. 

As far as the claim of Judge Holland was concerned, Mr. 
McCarter said that it was understood that Receivers Charles 
West of Philadelphia and Frank D. Houck of Harrisburg, who 
have been placed by the court in charge of the American Union 
Company, were going to apply for permission to issue re- 
ceiver’s certificates to enable them to meet this and _ other 
charges against that company. 

Former Attorney General McCarter read the contract be- 
tween the Continental company and the American Union com- 
pany in which the agreement is for the Continental to cause 
all the debts of the American Union, other than its bonded 
debt, to be paid. He claimed, therefore, that the claim of 
Judge Holland was not a legitimate charge against the Con- 
tinental, as it was not a floating debt. Counsel for Judge Hol- 
land claimed that it was understood that the Continental had 


' 


assumed all the obligations of the American Union and that 
the former corporation had refused information as to these 
matters. 

Speaking further Mr. McCarter, who drew the bill of com- 
plaint, said he wished to withdraw some of the statements 
contained therein in which fraud, mismanagement and the 
looting of the Continental company were charged. The bill, he 
explained, had been drawn in haste and under the pressure of 
strong feeling which then existed against the controlling powers 
in the Continental company. Since that time it had been dis- 
covered that many of the charges made were unwarranted. 

Mr. Lindabury, of counsel for the defendant company, made 
a statement to the court. He insisted that the Continental was 
not insolvent and that there had been no fraud or mismanage- 
ment connected with it. 

He said that the company could be saved and that arrange- 
ments had been made for joint management and control by 
the contending parties, instead of internal strife. He stated 
that it was perfectly apparent that the continuance of the suit 
would wreck the company, but the amicable action would save 
it and bring prosperity. 

In view of the agreement reached out of court no answer 
was filed to the bill of complaint and it is believed there will 
be no further prosecution of the litigation. It was claimed in 
the court room by S. Stanwood Menken of New York, counsel, 
that the Continental company, instead of being insolvent has 
a surplus of between six and seven millions dollars. 


—* 


Chicago Council to Employ Experts to Consider Tele- 
phone Rates. 

At the meeting of the Committee on Gas, Oil and Elec- 
tric Light of the Chicago City Council, held on Thursday 
of last week, the recommendation of the sub-committee, 
consisting of Aldermen Pringle, Merriam and Long, rela- 
tive to the employment of additional experts to check the 
report on Chicago telephone rates, was adopted. Without 
discrediting in any way the work which has been done by 
Messrs. D. C. & Wm. B. Jackson and Arthur Young & 
Company, it was voted to place in the hands of a sub-com- 
mittee, of which Alderman Pringle is chairman, the selec- 
tion of additional experts in accounting and engineering, 
to check the data already obtained, and, if necessary, to 
compile additional data which will enable the committee 
to intelligently take up the matter of determining proper 
rates for the various classes of service. 





New Toll Lines Result of the Convention at Middlesboro, 
Kentucky. 

rhe recent meeting of the Independent telephone companies 
of southeastern Kentucky was unanimously voted to be a com- 
plete success by all who attended. The convention was held at 
Middlesboro, Ky., on Friday and Saturday, June 3 and 4, and 
was as well attended as any affair of the kind ever before held 
in Kentucky. Representatives of every Independent company 
in the southeastern district were in attendance, as well as var 
ious other telephone men of importance throughout the State 
The Louisville Home Telephone Co. was represented by E. M 
Coleman, who is president of the Home, as well as the presi- 
dent of the State Association of Independent telephone com- 
panies. 

The primary purpose of holding the convention was to thor- 
oughly reorganize, as was necessary on account of the growth 
of the telephone interests in that part of the state, and an 
effort was made to get every company in that section listed as 
a member of the Association. An addition of importance to the 
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southeastern companies was the entrance of the companies in 
southeastern Tennessee, who, seeing that in union there is 
strength, decided to become affiliated with the Kentucky people, 
feeling that good results would follow. Kentucky and Tennes- 
see interests in the southeastern portions of both states are very 
closely allied, for a great deal of business is conducted between 
the residents of the two states, and this communication forms a 
great part of the business done by the companies. In affiliating 
themselves with the companies of southeastern Kentucky, the 
Tennessee companies became members of the Kentucky State 
Association and the two bodies are now working together. It 
is believed that much good will result from this co-operation 
on the part of the Tennessee people. 

Perhaps the most important business of the convention came 
up in the form of an agreement to establish a No. 10 copper 
circuit from Livingstone to Lexington, Ky. The reason for the 
importance of this move is that a full copper connection is 
now assured between Louisville, Ky., and Knoxville, Tenn. This 
line has long been contemplated and the realization of it is the 
cause for a good deal of rejoicing among the Independent com- 
panies of Kentucky and Tennessee. C. Chandler, who is one 
of the foremost “boosters” of the telephone interests of Ken- 
tucky, was made president of the division, since he is already 
president of the Middlesboro Telephone Co., which is one of 
the companies holding a third interest in the new Livingstone- 
Lexington line. Inasmuch as he is president of the division, 
Mr. Chandler is one of the vice-presidents of the State Asso- 
ciation, ex-officio. The two other companies holding third 
interests in the new line are: the Fayette Telephone Co. and 
the Knoxville Telephone Co. Geo. S. Shanklin, president of the 
Fayette company, and A. B. Duncan, president of the Knox- 
ville company, are the other two men who will direct the af- 
fairs of the Lexington-Livingstone line, with Mr. Chandler. 
The new line is authorized to make all necessary arrangements 
with the Independent Long Distance Telephone and Telegraph 
Co. 

Another important feature of the convention was the motion 
that was made and seconded to give the Independent Long 
Distance Telephone and Telegraph Company power to make a 
schedule of tolls for southeastern Kentucky and Tennessee. This 
will result in uniformity in tolls for these districts. 

The amusement features of the convention were limited to 
the true Kentucky hospitality that is always extended to visitors 
to Kentucky towns, and a carriage ride in honor of the dele- 
gates. The rush of business was so great that the delegates 
did not find much time on their hands to spend in amusement. 
Carriages were engaged and all the delegates enjoyed a ride 
along the Government highway that goes from Middlesboro, 
passes through Cumberland Gap and continues through the 
mountains. This is one of the prettiest drives in the United 
States and the event was voted to be very enjoyable. How- 
ever, the greatest cause for pleasure was the way in which the 
companies of Kentucky and Tennessee were brought into closer 
union and the co-operative results are confidently expected to be 
of great benefit to all parties concerned. The name “Ken-See” 
was given to the new district association, comprising as it does 
the companies of southeastern Kentucky and Tennessee. This 
meeting was but one of many to be held preparatory to a meet- 
ing of the State Association and it is believed that these meet- 
ings will produce good results for all concerned. © 

Among those attending the convention at Middlesboro were 
the following: E. M. Coleman, president of the Home Tele- 
phone Co., Louisville, Ky.; W. W. Rawlings, of Manchester, 
Ky., president of the Burning Springs and Booneville Telephone 
Co.; J. W. Creech, of London, Ky., principal owner of the 
London and Manchester Telephone Co.; Dr. G. S. Brock, of 
London, Ky., stockholder of the London and Manchester com- 
pany; Jno. D. Jarvis, of Jarvis Store, Ky., general manager of 
the Cumberland River Telephone Co.; Judge Joseph Bosworth, 
of Middlesboro, Ky., stockholder of the Cumberland River Co.; 
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Granville Owens, of Brodhead, Ky., stockholder and secretary 
of the Hansford Telephone Co., J. C. Duncan, Sr., of Knox- 
ville, Tenn., president of the People’s Telephone Co.; C. G. 
Ewald, of Lafollette, Tenn., general manager of the People’s 
Co.; N. Starky, of Pikeville, Ky., president of the Pikeville 
Telephone Co.; Dr. G. W. Isaacs, of Woodstock, Ky., president 
of the Woodstock and Waynesburg Telephone Co.; Henry 
Hensby, of Hyden, Ky., president of the Hyden Telephone 
Co.; M. R. Taylor, of Lexington, Ky., manager of the Fayette 
Home Telephone Co.; Jno. Lynch, of Nicholasville, Ky., man- 
ager of the Jessamine Home Telephone Co.; W. H. Porter, 
president of the Berea Telephone Co., of the Camping Ground 
Telephone Co., of the Rockhouse Telephone Co.; and A. H. 
Bastin, of Lancaster, Ky., president of the Bastin Telephone Co. 





Judge Tayler Reaffirms Previous Decision on U. S. Tele- 
phone Contracts, Opening Way for an Appeal. 


Judge Tayler in the United States Court at Cleveland last 
week rendered a decision reaffirming his position in the same 
case, rendered about a year ago. The original case is styled 
the United States Telephone company against the Central 
Union Telephone Company and the American Telephone and 
Telegraph company, seeking to enjoin them from soliciting In- 
dependent local companies from violating their exclusive con- 
tracts with the United States Telephone company. 

The case was brought to cover the question in the entire 
state. Previously suits had been instituted where the same 
question was at stake at Delphos, Middleport and Marion. But 
the Bell people were so active in attempting to make contracts 
for long distance connections with the local Independent con- 
cerns that the officers of the United States Telephone company 
thought that an action brought in the U. S. courts would cover 
the entire matter. 

A year ago Judge Tayler, upon a demurrer filed by the Cen- 
tral Union, held that the contracts were not exclusive, and 
could not be upheld as such. Then the attorneys for the United 
States Telephone Company, of which D. J. Cable of Lima, is 
the principal, filed an amended bill in which the company sought 
to place itself in a better position for appealing the action to 
the U. S. Court of Appeals. So some minor changes were made 
and the Central Union attacked it with the same weapon, viz., 
the demurrer. The Court held the same as in the former 
ruling, saying that he saw nothing different in the bill from 
the first petition. 

He also held, on the jurisdictional question, that since the 
local companies could be made parties to the action his juris- 
diction was limited, and that if the action was to be tried 
on its merits it would have to be in the state courts. 

The attorneys for the United States Telephone Company are 
preparing an appeal of the case. A bond:has been given, as 
has a notice of appeal. They expect to file the appeal in the 
near future and to push it to the highest court if possible in 
order to get a decision. 

The attorneys for the U. S. company believe that the ex- 
clusive contract feature can be upheld, and will fight the matter 
to the finish. 





New York Laws Providing for Increase of Capitalization. 


The stock corporations law of New York State in three par- 
igraphs provides in detail for increase of capital stock by two 
methods. One is by unanimous consent of every stockholder. 
This certificate duly signed must be filed with the Secretary of 
State. The second is by a stockholders’ meeting duly adver- 
tised in a paper published in the city where the principal 
office of the corporation is located, with notice served on each 
stockholder at least two weeks before the date of the meeting. 
At the meeting a majority of the stockholders voting in favor 
of the increase in capital stock is sufficient. The certificate 
stating the facts of publication, notice served upon the stock- 
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holders, number of shares voting in favor, all signed by the 
chairman and authorized secretary of the meeting, must be 
filed with the Secretary of State. 

Examples of the application of this law are furnished by two 
recent increases of telephone capital. 

The certificate of the New York Telephone Company, -filed 
May 2, 1910, states that the increase in capital stock was by 
unanimous consent of the stockholders. Ford Huntington, 
treasurer of the company and custodian of the stock book, 
certified in the documents that the names of the stockholders 
who voted are as follows: American Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company, U. N. Bethell, John H. Cahill, Benjamin E. 
Chase, John W. Griggs, Edward J. Hall, James H. Manning, 
J. F. Maynard, William Nottingham, William D. Sargent, 
Howard F. Thurber, Theodore N. Vail, and the Equitable 
Trust Company of New York, successor by merger to the 
Bowling Green Trust Company, as trustee under and pursu- 
ant to an agreement between the Western Union Telegraph 
Company and the Bowling Green Trust Company, dated 
November 26, 1906. The amount of shares held by each stock- 
holder is not stated in the certificate. 

In the case of the American Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany certificate, filed in Albany March 30 last, the certificate 
states that the increase in capital stock was voted at a stock- 
holders’ meeting held on March 29, at 15 Dey street, New 
York. The total number of shares that voted in favor of the 
increase was 1,477,756, a majority. The certificate is signed 
by Theodore N. Vail, chairman, and Charles E. Hubbard, 
secretary. No statement as to ownership of shares or places 
of residence of stockholders appears. 

In the case of the New York Telephone Company the in- 
crease voted upon was from $100,000,000 to $125,000,000, and 
in the case of the A. T. and T. Co. from $300,000,000 to $500,- 
000,000. 


* 





Nebraska Independent Telephone System to Co-operate 
with Postal Telegraph Company. 

One of the ways in which a_ strong state organization 
steadies the telephone business is illustrated by the united 
action of 40 Independent telephone managers in sanctioning an 
agreement to exchange facilities with the Postal Telegraph 
Company in Nebraska. 

Copies of a proposed contract submitted by the Postal com 
pany were read and Frank H. Woods, president of the Na- 
tional Independent Telephone Association and of the Lincoln 
Telephone & Telegraph Company, announced his approval of 
the plan. No opposition developed, but it was decided to ne- 
gotiate with the Postal for the purpose of securing a unifo:m 
draft to be signed by itself and Nebraska companies. A com- 
mittee comprising W. FE. Bell of York, T. H. Pollock of Platts- 
mouth, C. C. Deering of Omaha, Warren Pratt of Kearne, and 
Fk. H. Woods of Lincoln was named to perform this duty. The 
committee will suggest some modifications in the tentative ar- 
ticles of agreement in the form they came from the telegraph 
corporation 

The telegraph company offers to contract with the leading 
!ndependent companies in Nebraska handling long distance traf 
fic and through them reaching all Independent exchanges which 
may desire to accept the agreement. The form of contract 
suggested by the Postal is one which will probably be placed 
hefore the Independent interests all over the country for their 
acceptance or rejection. Contracts have already been signed 
at Buffalo, N. Y., and Abilene, Kas., and offered in many other 
places. 

It is provided in the instrument that on interchanged busi- 
ness the telegraph company shall fix all rates for service, al- 
lowing the telephone companies the full tariff rates to and 
from non-competitive points and 20 per cent of the charges 
collected on all other business. Each party agrees to stand 
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responsibility for its own errors in transmission, and if one 
should be sued and held liable for errors made by the other, 
the party so held liable must be recompensed. The telephone 
companies are obliged to place their poles at the disposal of 
the Postal company for a rental of $4 per mile for each line 
of wire strung upon the poles. The agreement, when signed, 
may be terminated by either party upon giving thirty days’ 
notice. 


atti 





Los Angeles Council Refuses Approval of Rates Recom- 
mended by Commission. 

The report prepared by the Los Angeles public utilities com- 
mission failed to induce the city council to raise the rates of 
the Home Telephone Company. 

The rates now in force were re-enacted with minor changes, 
that will mean a slight reduction in gross receipts for both 
companies. 

The only change in Bell rates for the new year will be that 
the distinction between portable and wall telephones on busi 
ness unlimited service lines is abolished, all such business tele- 
phones taking the flat rate of $5. 

This will mean a loss of 50 cents a month to the Bell com 
pany on 2,839 telephones. 

The same change is made with reference to unlimited serv 
ice business telephones of the Home company. Home rates 
for single party residence lines are fixed at $2 a month, the 
present rate, and this includes all the newly annexed territory 
in the Hollywood district. 

In that section 430 telephones are now charged at the rate 
of $3 a month and 490 telephones at $2.50 a month. These 
in future, as fixed by the council, will be $2 a month 

In addition the Home company is authorized to give a two 
party residence connection at $2 a month, a four-party resi- 
dence connection at $1.50 a month and a two-party business 
connection at $4 a month. 

It is understood that the vote of the council was taker 
hastily, without careful consideration of the report of the 
public utilities commission. Chairman Lissner, of the public 
utilities commission, said at the hearing: 

“The council is proceeding in this matter directly opposite 
to the course taken by the utilities commission. I don’t think 
you are going about it in a scientific or logical way. This is 
not a question of popular wish or the views of the majority 
of the people, but of a fair return to capital invested. 

“You have a duty under the law to give a fair return to 
capital invested. You are here not to do injustice, but the 
fair thing under the law.” 





Swedish Telephone Engineers Inspecting American 
Systems. 


[he Swedish government has decided to rebuild its tele 
phone exchanges in Stockholm and other cities, and before 
doing so wished to be thoroughly posted upon American sys- 
tems. With this in view Messrs. Axel Hultman, telephone di 
rector, and H. Olsson, engineer of the Royal Swedish Tele 
graph Administration, of Stockholm, were sent to this country 
They arrived in New York on the 5th of May. The systems 
in New York and Boston were inspected. and they started 
westward, stopping in Toronto, Cleveland, Ashtabula, Chicago 
and went on to Portland and San Francisco, inspecting manual 
automanual and automatic systems in these places. The vari- 
ous types of systems in the cities visited were carefully inves- 
tigated, and the information thus obtained will be used in de- 
ciding upon the equipment to be used in future telephone ex- 
tensions by the Swedish government. 

Upon their return trip to New York, Messrs. Hultman and 
Olsson, paid TELEPHONY a brief visit while passing through 
Chicago. They will return to Sweden about the middle of this 
month, after spending a few days in some of the eastern cities 
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Bell Rates Raised in Ohio. 

The equalization of long distance telephone rates in Ohio 
is now believed to be the thing which will be brought about. 
The first move in that direction was the announcement of 
the Central Union Telephone Company of large increases 
in many rates, and the basis used was three-fifths of a cent per 
air line mile for distances above 15 miles. The new schedule 
was announced to become effective June 1 instead of July 1, as 
was supposed. This means quite an advance over the rates re 
cently charged, as, for example, the rate from Columbus to 
Cleveland was increased from 35 cents to 80 cents, while the 
Columbus-Cincinnati rate was increased from 55 to 65. 

The Columbus-Toledo rate was increased from 35 to 75 
cents, and the rate from 30 to 70 cents. 
The Columbus-Lancaster rate was increased from 10 to 20 
cents. 


Columbus-Akron 


The committee appointed by the Ohio Independent Tele- 
phone Association to act on question of long distance rates 
meet at Columbus in week. According to 
President Frank A. Davis of the U. S. company there will 
Mr. Davis said: 


two 


will about a 
be nothing for the committee to do. 

“Tf the that 
adjustment, I will be disposed to listen to them, but I do 
not presume that the report to 
I believe that the rates will remain the same as they 


committee feels one or rates need re 


committee will have any 
make. 
are now.’ 

General Manager G. R. Johnston says that the United 
States Telephone Company has not taken up the matter of 
changing the long distance rates to be charged by the U. S. 
In some cases there are 5-cent differences between the re- 
Bell and the U. S., yet nothing has been 


It is believed by some that the rates will be equal- 


cent rates but as 
done. 
ized, however 





R. E. Mattison, General Manager at Omaha. 

On account of the resignation of F. E. Ebersole, who has 
gone to Houston, Texas, to build a big Independent telephone 
system, the position of general manager of the Omaha Inde 
for a brief inter: 


pendent Telephone Company has been vacant 
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val. R. E. Mattison, of Lincoln, Nebraska, has just been ap- 
pointed to this position. 

Mr. Mattison has been one of the big forces in making Ne- 
braska one of the strongest Independent telephone states in 
the country. His work as secretary of the Traffic Association, 
and of the Nebraska Independent Telephone System, have been 

















Mr. R. E. Mattison. 


conducted as to give him a high reptuation 
throughout the country. He is as well known for his genial 
personality as for his capacity for work, and there are few 
men in the industry who are as well fitted for undertaking work 


so successfully 


of large responsibility. 

Mr. Mattison has resigned as secretary-treasurer of the Ne- 
Mr. C. H. Hood, who 
Mattison in this 


braska Independent Telephone System. 
has been recently associated with Mr work, 


will continue as secretary 


‘Telephone Patents 


By Max W. Zabel 


CALL DISTRIBUTING SWITCH. 
Christensen, Copenhagen, Denmark, pat. 959,462, May 31, 
\ktiebolaget L. M. Ericsson & Co., 
Stockholm, Sweden. 


r. 3 


1910, assigned to 


A call distributing switch for the purpose of distributing the 
calls 


herein. 


entering the exchange to various operators is shown 


It consists of the terminals 25, to which connection is 
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) be made by means of springs 23, which springs are movably 
iounted on a plunger 9 carrying a magnet 10. The incoming 
ne actuates the magnet 6, which by the movement of its arma- 

ture 7 permits compressed air to enter the cylinder 1 to push 
p the plunger 9. When the ground detecting spring 15 


caches a line which is available, the magnet 10 attracts its 








armature so that the pins 18 enter a recess 21 and are pre 


vented from further upward movement. This inward move 


ment brings the springs 23 into contact. The magnet 6 remains 
energized and therefore the compressed air keeps the plunger 
in its upper position until the lines are cleared out, when the 
spring 14 restores all to normal 
TELEPHONE EXCHANGE SYSTEM 

S. B. Fowler, LaFayette, Ind., pat. 959,498, May 31, 

The 
forming into one structure the supervisory relay and the line 
third 
The combined line and supervisory relay has two armatures, 


1910 


common battery system herein described consists in 


relay. The lamps are in a strand of the cord circuit. 
one armature being pivoted to the relay structure, and the 
other armature pivoted to the first armature. 


CABLE HANGER. 
F. D. Ogden, Bayonne, N. J., pat. 959,064, May 24, 1910 
This patent shows a cable hanger made entirely of wire. It 
has a loop for holding the cable and has its two free ends 
hooked to engage the messenger wire, one hooked extremity 
engaging the other hooked extremity to lock the cable hanger 
to the messenger wire. 
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LIGHTNING ARRESTER. 
W. W. Dean, Elyria, Ohio, pat. 959,120, May 24, 1910, assigned 
to Dean Electric Co., Elyria. 
In this construction a piece of paper 2’ on one side of which 
is finely divided material, such as carbon, or which may be tin 
foil, is connected by means of the conductor 1’ to ‘one line 





means of 


a second similar strip is connected by 
A central piece of 
paper 5’ having finely divided material 3’ on opposite sides is 
placed between the two strips before mentioned, additional 


circuit and 


, 


the conductor 9’ to the other line wire. 


strips of paper 4’ and 4” being inserted between them. The 
conductor 11’ connects the strip 5’ to ground. It is claimed 
that this lightning arrester does not need cleaning as the dis- 
charge \. ill blow the finely divided material away from the point 


of discharge and leave the two electrodes insulated. 


PARTY LINE CALL REGISTER FOR AUTOMATIC 
TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. 
A. H. Dyson, Chicago, pat. 958,863, May 24, 1910, assigned 
to Kellogg Switchboard and Supply Co., Chicago. 

An automatic system is disclosed herein with many fea- 
tures, having for their object the connection of a register 
device with an automatic system, to print the type of the 
station calling and to record the call. The claims seem to 
be broadly directed to cover this feature. 

TELEPHONE SYSTEM. 
Libby, Elyria, Ohio, pat. 959,765, May 31, 
signed to Dean Electric Co., Elyria. 

\ combination three conductor cord circuit using two conduc 
tor plugs is set forth in this patent. It comprises the plugs 
P and P’ which are so arranged that the tip contact 49 engages 
the tip spring and the sleeve contact 10 engages not only the 
sleeve spring 47, but also the thimble 32. The two cord con- 
ductors 8 and 9 are connected together at the plug, but the im- 
relays prevents talking currents 





a. om. 2 1910, as 


pedances of the supervisory 





























from passing over conductor 9 while the condenser K prevents 
supervisory direct current from flowing over the conductor 8. 


CROSS ARM BRACE. 
J. D. Love, Athens, Ohio, pat. 958,933, May 24, 1910. 
This brace device for double cross arms has two over-lapping 
grooved members provided with a plurality of openings, which 
are held together by means of bolts. These members also 
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have plugs at their extremities for being united to the cross 
arms to brace them in position on opposite sides of the pole. 


AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE SYSTEM. 
A. H. Dyson, Chicago, pat. 959,485, May 31, 1910, assigned to 
Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co., Chicago. 

An automatic telephone system is disclosed herein, in which 
a plurality of starting circuits are provided for the starting 
switches so that should one circuit be disabled, another will 
automatically be connected in service with the line selectors. 
The invention further sets forth means whereby, when upon 
clearing-out, one subscriber fails to hang up his receiver, this 
line is not again connected with the first selector through the 
line switch so that this selector remains in service. This is ac- 
complished by locking the cut-off relay so that as long as a line 
circuit remains closed after the cut-off relay has once operated, 


‘the normal battery connection to the line will remain open. 


Further objects are the prevention of more than one selector 
from causing its wipers to enter the group of contacts con 
trolling contacts of a single calling line. 





AUTOMATIC DISTRIBUTING SYSTEM. 

L. D. Kellogg, Chicago, pat. 960,176, May 31, 1910, assigned to 
Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co., Chicago. 

This automatic distributing system consists in the provision 


of operators’ positions 1, 2—9, and 1a, 2a—9a, and 1b, 2b—9b. 
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The call distributing switch distributes the calls to those oper 
ators’ positions beginning with number 1, which are in service, 
and then distributes only overflow calls through the conductors 
0 to the overflow positions 10, lao and 1bo. When the over 
flow calls are sufficient to keep another operator busy, another 
section is cut in by means of the switching arrangement 66. 
which transfers the line terminals from the ground position 
which they occupy when that particular position is not in use 
RECEIVER BRACKET 
H. P. Voss, New York, pat. 959,409, May 24, 
A bracket for holding telephone receivers when using a desk 
telephone is shown herein. The bracket has a plurality of arms, 
the extremity of one of which is fastened to the base of a desk 
stand, and the extremity of the other holds the receiver which 
can be replaced on the hook lever by moving the arms 
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PARTY LINE LOCKOUT SYSTEM. 
W. E. Zabst, Portage, Wis., pat. 958,847, May 24, 1910 

It is claimed that this part line lockout system can be applied 
te any ordinary telephone set without requiring any altera 
tion. It comprises a motor which operates on a movable mem 
ber, which also engages a bell mechanism. The movable men 
ber is adapted to be set selectively to permit the bell to rin: 
upon proper actuation of the motor. 




















Equipment'and Supplies 


Monarch Electric & Wire Co. Erects New Building. 

The photograph here reproduced shows the new building 
which is now being erected for the Monarch Electric & Wire 
Co., of Chicago, one of the largest electrical supply houses in 
the country. 

The prominent position attained by this company in a few 
years is due to the prompt delivery given to the trade in gen- 
eral, together with the high grade material it has distributed 
at lowest market prices. This policy has been and still is, the 
cardinal principle of this company. 

Beginning in a small way several years ago, housed in a space 
of about 4,000 square feet, the officers saw the possibilities for 
the future of a company that could give prompt delivery. and 
with this idea it entered the field as distributors of high grade 
electrical supplies, feeling satisfied that if it gave the trade 
what it advertised, success would crown their efforts. How 
true this has proven is evidence by the erection of its new 
home, where it will have about 90,000 square feet of space 




















New Factory of the Monarch Electric & Wire Co., Chicago. 


where it will be equipped to handle with a greater degree 
promptness its constantly increasing business. 
In addition to the supply business, the company also manu 
‘tures the celebrated “Monarch” special brand of weather 
oof wires and cables known as the “Wire with the Tag.” 
he company also issues one of the largest supply catalogues, 
nsisting of about 900 pages, and containing everything know: 
the electrical field, which it furnishes to any one who has 
occasion to use electrical supplies. 
Che officers of the company are: Louis A. Schwab, presi 
Henry Schwab, vice president and secretary; and N 
utsch, treasurer. 





Sterling Electric Sale Stopped. 

Jones & Winter, of Chicago, have filed an intervening peti- 

n in the case of the receivership of the Sterling Electric 

mpany, Lafayette, Ind., which suspended action in the sale 
et for June 8. Jones & Winter claim that the Sterling com 
any is indebted to them in the sum of $6,300, and ask the 
Ourt to set aside the sale, and enjoin the Fowler National 
sank and the Merchants’ National Bank from disposing of cer- 
tain bonds held by them as collaterals. 


Two Improved American Protectors. 

A line protector should “keep the lightning out.” That's 
its business. It must be so designed that all dangerous 
currents flowing through the line will be automatictlly ar- 
rested and shunted to ground. It must be durable and 
compact. It should be self-cleaning and waterproof—other- 








The Improved American Line Protector, 


wise a bit of dust or a drop of water may cause a leak of 
the current. 

The American improved line protector No. 700, as shown 
herewith, has been carefully designed by practical telephone 
men. It replaces the old type which was made with a 
longitudinal slit in the bottom of the brass shell from 
which the dust sifted after a lightning discharge. 

The new protector has a solid brass shell in which three 
small holes are drilled. Short brass tubes are soldered into 
these holes. When the protector is in position, these vents 
extend downward and it is practically impossible, even in 
driving storms, for water to reach the interior of the 
arrester. 

This protector is fitted with large Fahnestock clips mak- 
ing it very easy to instail. The carbon rod arrester affords 
an unusually large discharge surface, and being insulated 
from the shell, cannot weld or “melt together.” The metal 
parts are rustproof. 

For the protection of the substation instruments, the new 
American No. 889 block contains all the absolutely essential 
features and some other desirable features in addition. 
It has a base made of high grade porcelain and is equipped 
with porcelain or magnesia fuses of any desired capacity. 
These fuses are very carefully tested and are guaranteed 
to carry their rated amount of current and to burn out with 
any excess over this rating. They will not absorb moisture, 
and they dissipate heat readily. The mountings are solid 
brass or German silver. 

The block is equipped with Fahnestock clip terminals 
while a metal cap protects the carbon lightning arrester 
making it dustproof. It is made in accordance with the re- 
quirements of the National Board of Fire Underwriters. 





The New Substation Protector. 


Both of these protectors are manufactured by the American 
Electric Fuse Co., of Muskegon, Michigan. Bulletin No. 


306 B, gives further information. 


~* 





Some Recent Ericsson Orders. 

The L. M. Ericsson Telephone Manufacturing Company, of 
Buffalo, N. Y., reports an unusually heavy demand for its 
capsule type transmitters. This transmitter is proving very 
popular on account of its interchangeable features combined 


— 
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with the original Ericsson idea of a multi-cellular carbon 
chamber. 


The company reports recent switchboard sales as follows: 
Otley Telephone Company, Otley, Ia., 100 line type D; Barlow 
Home Telephone Company, Barlow, Ky., 140 line, type D; 
John Smeadley, Clarksville, Ark., 50 line, type C; Farmers 
Telephone Company, Manor, Tex., 50 line, type C; Berry. Tele- 
phone Company, Benton, Miss., 140 line, type D; Tri-County 
Telephone Company, Lake, Ohio. 200 line, type D; and Blair 
Telephone Company, Kennard, Nebr., 250 line, type E. 

The new type E switchboard has a number of advantages 
favorable to exchanges contemplating a change to magneto 
multiple. Among them may be mentioned the multiple space 
where provision is made for adding the multiple jacks at any 
time. Also the Ericsson automatic restoring, double clear-out 
cord circuit, which is claimed to provide a positive clear-out that 
can be operated as rapidly as a common battery lamp system. 

The Story of the Storage Battery. 

In an attractive booklet bearing this title the Electric Storage 
fattery Co., Philadelphia sets forth some of the elements which 
have been responsible for the great success it has achieved. 
The story is so told that the 
been selected for reproduction in these columns, with the sug- 





well following abstracts have 
gestion that persons who have to do with the purchase, or 
operating of storage batteries will find the whole book worthy 
of careful reading. The “Story” says: 

“The Electric Storage Battery. Company began manufacturing 


storage batteries back in 1888. It started the industry on a 
commercial basis in this country. It has studied and worked 
in this field for 22 years. It is the oldest company in the bus 


iness, and is now and has been since 1888 the largest. It has 
devoted all of its time to just one product—storage batteries. 
Its manufacturing facilities have been and are unsurpassed 
“The 
of battery 
is also affliated with the leading English and German battery 


Battery Company has a large fore: 


competent in the 


Electric Storage 


engineers, the most country It 


engineers and manufacturers. It exchanges ideas and inventions 
with them. 

“Not only has the Company's business grown, that is, in the 
sold, but important, each 


development in the 


actual number of batteries more 


shown steady quality of the 


Quality and quantity have been interdependent. 


vear has 
product. 
“What makes for quality in 


a storage battery? Experience, 


design and the care used in manufacturing. [hese are the 
factors that count toward better storage battery service. In 
these lie the secret. 

“The Electric Storage Battery Company maintains three 
complete laboratories—a chemical, physical and research. Three 


means of exercising the utmost care. 


tests and examines all incoming 
All battery material 

metal, rubber. ete. The raw material 
must conform to a definite high standard of quality. This 
This is one assurance 


“The chemical laboratory 
raw material before it goes to the factory. 
is regularly annalyzed 


is a protection the battery user enjoys. 
of dependability in service. 

“The research laboratory is constantly improving the exist- 
Its tests and inspections are a guarantee of long life, maximum 
and electrical 


and the alleviation of mechanical 


This is a reason for sustained performance. 


efficiency 
troubles. 
“The reseach laboratory is constantly improving the exist- 
ing types of batteries, is originating new ideas and studying all 
new developments in the storage battery world. This Company 
is always a little ahead of the times. And the user profits. 
“The oldest users of this Company’s product are the largest 
users. The New York Edison Company has used the ‘Chloride 
\ccumulator’ exclusively since 1896, and also uses the ‘Exide’ 
Battery, having today the largest storage battery lighting equip- 
It operates 42 batteries of this Company’s 


ment in the world. 
manufacture. representing an outlay of over $2,000,000 and a 
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capacity of 27,311 K. W., sufficient electrical energy to light 
1,365.550 sixteen candle power Tungsten lamps for one hour. 
Thing of storing such a quantity of energy and having it in- 
stantly available for use. 

“The electrical energy in over 1,000 telephone exchanges, in- 
cluding the most prominent of both the Bell and Independent 
Companies, is supplied from the ‘Chloride Accumulator.’ 

“There are fifty-seven colleges and universities or technical 
schools, including Yale, Harvard, Princeton, Cornell, McGill, 
the University of Chicago, Pennsylvania, Minnesota, Missouri 
and California, etc., using equipments of either the ‘Chloride 
Accumulator,’ ‘Tudor Accumulator’ or ‘Exide’ Battery. 

“The names mentioned in this book include only a few of th: 
enormous number of users of storage batteries of this Com 
pany’s manufacture. ‘Chloride Accumu 
lator, ’Tudor Accumulator’ or ‘Exide’ Battery. 

“The names mentioned in this book include only a few of the 


Installations of the 


enormous number of users of storage batteries of this Com 
pany’s manufacture. Installations of the ‘Chloride Accumu 
lator, the ‘Tudor Accumulator’ and the ‘Exide’ Battery ar 
found in every city and large town in the country. 

“The growth of this Company in the storage battery field 
although rapid and of such size, has, however, been conser 
vative. New designs of apparatus are being constantly devel 
oped, but are never marketed or bought to public attention until 
an absolute assurance of reliability has been proven. 

“The facilities of The Electric Storage Battery Company for 
giving customers prompt service are unequaled. There are t 
sales offices of the Company in the United States and one 


Canada. There are ‘Exide’ depots located at Boston, Ne\ 
York, Philadelphia, Cleveland, Chicago, St. Louis and Sa 
Francisco, where complete stocks are carried. The Compan 


also maintains a corps of inspectors who are constantly travel 
ing throughout the country coaching users of the ‘Chloride 


\ccumulator, “Tudor Accumulator’ and ‘Exide’ Battery. Theré 


are also 715 ‘Exide’ distributors scattered throughout t 


country.” 
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Sumter Boards for the Philippines. 
[he United States War Department has recently purchase 
Sumter Unitype switchboards and complete outfits oi 
telephones, etc., to go with them. It is understood that tl 
consignment is for use in the Philippines where climatic con 


three 


ditions require equipment of unusual durability and excellence. 


= 





DHE SUPPLY 


celsior autocyvcle is now settled in its new plant at 400 Rar 


EXCELSIOR CoMPANY, manufacturer of the Ex 


dolph street, Chicago. The company was formerly located at 
The present situation has many advan 
in the transportation fa 


234 Randolph street. 


over the former. particularly 


tages 
cilities. 


> 





Cedar Ray 
for the use 


ELectric SPECIALTY MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 
ids, Jowa, announces that the new tone test circuit 


of cable and repairmen has been applied to its style B “Wire 





less” cable tester. The new tone test circuit is designed t 
enable men to work on cables without interfering with thi 
service on working pairs. 

THE THOMPSON-LEVERING COMPANY, 244 Arch street, Phila 


delphia, Pa., has issued, in its circular No. 510, an interesting 
description of the Peerless testing sets, covering the Peerless 
switch dial set, recently described in TELEPHONY; the Peerless 
plug set: and giving general information regarding the com 
pany's products. 


_—— 





Mr. F. C. Manninc, Secretary and General Manager of the 
Sumter Telephone Manufacturing Company, was recently 1 
Quehec and New York on his wedding trip 
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The Pacific Coast Branch of the Dean Electric Company. 
That section of the United States known as the Pacific Coast 
last fifteen years, been experiencing a tre- 
At the present time its population is rapidly 


has, within the 
mendous growth. 
increasing owing to the large influx from other sections of the 
country. 

\s a result of this development, Eastern firms have estab- 


lished branch offices in the large cities in this region. Of 
these cities, San Francisco is in the lead as a business and 
distributing center, although the disastrous earthquake of 


April 1906 was a setback which few cities could have over 
San 


fighting hard to hold its business supremacy. 


now 


Francisco is 
Many Eastern 


come. But the city was rebuilt and 
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The accompanying views show parts of the office and the 


arrangement for taking care of the stock and apparatus. The 


display room contains samples of the Dean equipment, having 


on exhibition several of the various types of switchboards, 


for use in business houses, police stations and local exchanges 
They are arranged so that demonstrations can be given to illus- 


trate the workings of the various systems. Space is also 


set aside for a small workshop so that minor changes and re 


pairs can be made in equipment and apparatus. The stockroom 


is divided so that all apparatus and supplies in standard pack 


ages are kept in one section, while broken packages and small 


parts are placed on shelves where they can be easily selected. 


Mr. Geo. A. Scoville, the resident engineer, is the manager 
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Views About the Branch House of the Dean Electric Company at San Francisco. 


firms have their Pacific Coast main warehouses and offices 


in this city. They appreciate the degree to which business 
will be developed when this territory “Comes into its own” as 
Every year the business is larger, and the 


San 


the sayit 


o o0e 
g goes. 


demands made upon the Francisco branch houses are 


‘onstantly increasing. This is true of the telephone as well as 

of other businesses. 
The Dean Electric 

foundation for a substantial telephone business as this section 


Company, Elyria, Ohio, is laying the 
Recently its San Francisco branch office 
Second St. 


of the country grows. 


moved into new This is a new 


building, just completed, and is well equipped for office and 


quarters at 156 


warehouse purposes. 


Coast business, and makes his headquarters 


Francisco. He 


for the Pacific 


at San 
throughout this section, and under his guidance, Dean apparatus 


is well acquainted with the conditions 


is sure to gain a name as well known in that section as it is 


in other parts of the country 


> — 





Mr. 
practice and has become associated with the L. M. Ericsson 
Buffalo, N. Y., in the 


FREDERICK R. PARKER, patent attorney, has given up his 


Telephone Manufacturing Company of 
capacity of engineer 





Bert EMMONS is now superintendent of the Sterling Flectrie 
Company at Lafayette, Ind 

















Condensed News Reports 


Officers of companies are earnestly requested to forward us promptly all financial and other state- 
ments as soon as issued and any items of interest as to their plants and systems 








PERSONAL, 

MR. W. J. HISS, JR., recently appointed general manager of 
the Western division of the New York Telephone Company, has 
made rapid advancement in the telephone business, which he 
entered in 1895. Immediately after graduating from Lehigh Uni- 
versity, with the degree of Electrical Engineer, he started with 
the New York Telephone Company, then called the Metropolitan 
Telephone & Telegraph Company. From that date until January 
1, 1909, he filled various positions in the construction and plant 
departments of the company, his responsibilities increasing dur- 
ing the period of very rapid expansion which his company was 
enjoying at this time. On January 1, 1909, he became division 
commercial manager of the New York Telephone Company in 
charge of the Long Island division. He left this territory on 
April 1, 1910, to take charge of the Western division of the 
New York Telephone Company, as general manager, with head- 
quarters at Buffalo. 


MR. E. D. WINSLOW has been appointed superintendent of 
telegraph of the Chicago, Rock Island and Gulf Railway, with 
office at Ft. Worth, Tex., vice Mr. A. B. Crowley, transferred 
to other duties, 


NEW COMPANIES. 

CARRIER MILLS, ILL. (Saline Co.)—The Carrier Mills Inde- 
pendent Telephone Company has been chartered by the secretary 
of state. James C. Cain, Edgar Miller and S. T. Purcell are the 
incorporators. The company is capitalized at $1,500, par value of 
shares $25. 

PLYMOUTH, Ill.—The Samain Mutual Telephone Company 
has been incorporated with an authorized capital stock of $650, 
par value of shares $1. Incorporators: G. O. Vance, Geo. H. 
Roberts, T. T. Kennedy. 

BRAZIL, IND.—John Hoffman, Willis McCullough, George 
Youngblood, Chas. W. Evans and Ralph Risler are the incorpora- 
tors of the Jackson Township Telephone Company. The company 
is capitalized at $10,000. 

MUNFORDVILLE, KY.—The Hart County Telephone Company 
has been incorporated with a capital stock of $500. S. B. Johnson, 
L. G. Johnson and others are the incorporators. 

RUSSELLVILLE, KY.—The Auburn Telephone Company has 
increased its capital stock from $3,000 to $5,000. It is possible 
that considerable improvements and extensions to the lines will 
be made by the company, 

KITTERY, ME.—The New England Cleaning and Polishing 
Company, with a capital stock of $100,000, has been incorporated. 
The company will construct and maintain telephone lines in ad- 
dition to its other purposes, Elmer J. Burnham, George E, Burn- 
ham and Albert H. Peaney, of Kittery; Harold P. Knowlton, 
Malden, Mass., and Charles C. Smith, Boston, are the incor- 
porators 

PORTLAND, ME.—The Boston-Mexico Development Company, 
recently incorporated by J. J. Goody, H. P. Sweetser, E. T. Fen- 
ley and H. D. Cram, has been chartered, and will conduct an ex- 
tensive telephone business in conjunction with its other purposes, 

ITHACA, MICH.—A new telephone company has been organized 
by the farmers in Arcada township. The company will be known 
as the Grassmere and Ely Independent -Telephone Company, with 
J. C. Wheeler of Arcada township as its president. 

MANSTON, MINN. (Wilkin Co.)—The Manston 
Company, with an authorized capital stock of $5,000, has been 
incorporated and chartered by the Secretary of State. Paul E. 
Stonehart is president; Carl Tanberg, vice-president; Robert Hen- 





Telephone 


derson, Leroy Schenck, Louis L. Lamsdalen, secretary; ‘Edward 
Danke, treasurer, Bert Sims, Hugo Swanson and N. P. Jensen, 


the incorporators. 

OLIVIA, Minn.—The Renville County Telephone Company with 
an authorized capital stock of $100,000; par value of shares $100. 
The incorporators are A. C. Bowe, president and treasurer; W. J. 
Huff, vice president and secretary, and M. F. Bowe, all of St. 
Paul, Minn 

BOZEMAN, MONT.—The Middle Creek Telephone Company of 
Gallatin county has been incorporated and chartered by the secre- 
The company is capitalized at $2,000. S. C. Kenyon, 


are 


tary of state. 


J. T. Matthews, C. M. Fhorpe, all of Bozeman, are the directors of 
the company. 
HAVRE. MONT. (Chouteau Co.).—The Northern Montana Tele- 


phone Company has been incorporated with an authorized capita] 
stock of par value of shares $1. The incorporators are 
W. C. Broadwater, D. S. MacKenzie, W. H. Blair, J. S. Carnal, 
all residing at Havre, Mont. 

ALBANY, N. Y.—The Andover Telephone Company was incor- 
per-ted and articles have been filed with the secretary of state. 


$25,000, 


(Oo 


The authorized capital of the company is $5,000. The directors 
are C. L. Early, Jesse S. Phillips, Earl A. Richardson, Frank S. 
Clark, B. S. Brundage, F. W. Burrows, Erwin D. Parker, John E. 
Cannon and Henry Stephens of Andover. The company will build 
lines from Andover to Green Corners, and to eastern points. 

NEWARK, N. Y.—The Wayne Telephone Company has been 
chartered with an authorized capital stock of $250,000, par value of 
shares $50. Willis P. Rogers and George F. Waters of William- 
son; Albert Yeomans, Walworth; J. S. Brandt and P. F. Osborn, 
Ontario; Henry P. McDonough, Newark, and Frank B. Gaylord, 
Sodus, are the directors of the company. The company reserves 
the rights to build its lines and make connections anywhere in 
the United States, 

DRESDEN, N. D. (Cavalier Co.).—The Dresden Rural Tele- 
phone Company with an authorized capital stock of $10,000, par 
value of shares $50, has been incorporated by Aug. Moritz, Albert 
J. Timian, J. G. Mueller, John Schwan, Geo. A, Williams, 

GARRISON, N. D.—The Farmers’ Rural Telephone 
has been incorporated with a capital stock of $25,000. 

MYLO, N. D.—Articles of incorporation have been filed by the 
Mylo Farmers’ Telephone Company, with a capital of $5,000. C. 
A. Mudge and J. G. Mundy are the incorporators. 

OVERLY, N. D.—Overly farmers and business men have or- 
ganized a telephone company to build lines in the vicinity of that 


Company 


village. The officers of the company are Fred Sims, president; 
I. E. Morgan, vice-president; Chris Foss, treasurer; O. G 
Thompson, secretary; Oliver Boardman, H. P. Svengen, John 


Schuchard and Peter LaBessioure, directors. 

HOBART, OKLA.—The Lawrence Telephone Company has been 
organized with a capital stock of $600. G. E. Neal, S. P. Hawes, 
F. C. Leslie, E. Bale and R. H. Armstrong are the incorporators. 

BURNS, ORE. (Harney Co.).—The Burns Independent Tele- 
phone Company, with an authorized capital stock of $5,000, has 


been incorporated by J. W. Geary, W. D. Baker, Charles W. 
Ellis. Chas, W. Ellis of Burns is incorporating attorney, 
MARION, ORE.—The Marion Telephone Company has been 


chartered by the secretary of state. The company is capitalized 


at $800. B. Pearson, Geo. H. Stephens and W. C. Webb are the 
incorporators of the company. 

BRENHAM, TEX.—A charter has been issued to the Cedar 
Hill and Brenham Telephone line, capital stock $500, and the 
followings officers have been elected for the ensuing year: Wm. 
Eichholt, president; Louis Eichholt, treasurer; H. W. Wendt, 
secretary. 


ROCK SPRINGS, TEX.—A. C. Schreiner, D. H. Comparette, S. 
H. Gilmer and J. S. Gething are the incorporators of the Rock 
Springs Telephone Company. 

WHEELING, W. VA.—A charter was issued by the secretary 
of state to the Tri-State Telephone Company of Rosby’s Rock, 
W. Va., to build a telephone line through Marshall County. Cap- 
ital stock, $10,000. Incorporators: R. G. Daham, Rosby’s Rock, 
W. Va.; R. C. Yoho, Jerry Doty, C. L. Bonar, E. L. Sims, and 
about 25 others of Moundsville. 

FINANCIAL. 

POLO, ILL.—The Polo Mutual Telephone Company 
creased its capital stock from $10,000 to $40,000. 

ST. JOHN, IND.—The Northwestern Telephone Company, with 
offices and exchange in this city, has increased its capita] stock 


has in- 


from $10,000 to $25,000. ‘she increased capital is to be used for 
improvements anl extensions. 
MAYFIELD, KY.—The Clarks River Telephone Company has 


amended its charter increasing the capital stock from $3,000 to 
$6,000, and to do business in McCracken county. The company is 
building toll lines from West Plains to Florence, and an exchange 
with 100 subscribers is to be established in the latter place. The 
officers of the company are: President, W. Davis; vice-president, 
B. R. Rickman; secretary and treasurer, E. W. Morris, and J. 
W. Hill, manager. 

RUSSELLVILLE, KY.—The Auburn Home Telephone Company 
its capital stock from $3,000 to $5,000. The com- 
some extensions and improvements to its 


has increased 
pany will undertake 
system. 

EMERSON, NEB.—Permission has been granted the Elk Valley 
Telephone Company to issue stock to the amount of $7,500. The 
company has planned many extensions to its system, and will do 
some reconstruction work. 

LINCOLN, NEB.—The Railway Commission of Nebraska has 
granted permission to the Sutherland Telephone Company, of 
Sutherland, to issue stock to the amount of $2,500, for recon- 
struction and extensions to its system. 
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EAST HANOVER, PA.—The East Hanover Telephone Com- 
pany, of which S. N. Ulrich, of Lebanon, is secretary, and Edward 
Shuey, John M. Humma and B. F. Hess, judges of election, has 
increased its capital stock from $10,000 to $25,000. An amend- 
ment has been filed to its charter to this effect. 

TEMPERANCE HALL, TENN.—The Temperance Hall Tele- 
phone Company has filed an amendment to its charter. The cap- 
ital stock has been increased from $1,000 to $2,500. It is pos- 
sible that the company will do considerable ‘construction work 
within a short time. 

FRANCHISES. 


FITZGERALD, GA.—A franchise, extending over a period of 
20 years, has been granted the Bowen Company, of Bowen. 

AUDUBON, IA.—The Audubon Telephone Company, of which 
L. E. Stimpson is manager, has been granted a franchise, ex- 
tending over a period of 25 years, to construct and maintain 
telephone, telegraph, and electric timing systems in the city. 


CONSTRUCTION. 


STUTTGART, ARK.—Farmers in this vicinity have organized 
and will construct a telephone line connecting this city with 
De Vails Bluff. Residents along the route have taken stock and 
will install telephones. 

TEXARKANA, ARK.—The Texarkana Telephone Company re- 
cently constructed a toll line from Texarkanx to Fulton, a dis- 
tance of 19 miles. 

ST. JOHN, IND.—The Northwestern Telephone Company, a 
$25,000 corporation in which many people in St. John township 
are interested as stockholders, is planning improvements and ad- 
ditions to its lines which will undoubtedly add greatly to the 
company’s popularity in the southern half of the county. 

Encouraged by the hearty reception which the rural telephone 


lines has received at the hands of the farmers, plans are under 


way now by which a branch will be built from St. John to 
Hanover. The plans also include another twenty-two mile line 
from Lowell to Crown Point. 


JEWELL, KANS.—The Jewell County Telephone Company, and 
the Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company, are both building 
lines toward each other, and will make connections in Holmwood 
township. The Jewell County company is also making prepara- 
tions to entirely rebuild its lines from Formoso to Superior, and 
extensions made to Webber and Lovewell. The Jewell system is 
to be rebuilt immediately, and material for this work has been 
ordered. 

PARSONS, KANS.—Jas. A. Plotner, of 
of the Home Telephone Company, together with the directors 
and other officers of the company, were in Parsons recently to 
discuss improvements in the equipment and service of the local 
system. The city is constantly growing and the company is 
compelled to enlarge its cable service. The work of placing the 
wires underground in the business district of the city will also 
be commenced as soon as possible. 

PLEASANTON, KANS.—The 
will soon string about 1,000 feet 

FREESOIL, MICH.—It is reported that W. E. Keve, of Wapa- 
koneta, Ohio, has been in Freesoil making arrangements for the 
construction of telephone lines for the services of rural residents, 
and villages in this district. It is reported that this telephone 
system will take in the vicinity south and east of Manistee for a 
distance of 20 miles each way. 

GRANDVILLE. MICH.—George Hammond is building a one- 
story 20x40 brick building to be used by the Citizens’ Te’ephone 
Company as an exchange. Heretofore the Grandville subscribers 
have had their connections through the Grand Rapids exchange, 
but there has been such an increase in the business that an in- 
dependent exchange is needed. 

QUINCY, MICH.—The entire plant of the Independent tele- 
phone system at Quincy is to be remodeled and improved by the 
installation of a new switchboard and placing the lines in cables 
within the village. 

LAWTON, N. D.—The Lawton 
two more rural telephone lines 
Lawton, it is reported. 

TIOGA, N. D.—AS a result of action taken by the Tioga Farm- 
ers’ Telephone Company, almost every farmer tributary to this 
city will soon be supplied with telephone service. The company 
now operates only in one direction, but an investigation is now 
being carried on which will place the lines in other directions at 
a very early day. 

LEXINGTON, S. C.—Samuel B. George, general manager of the 
Citizens Telephone Company, reports that an exchange, with 36 
telephone lines connected, has been completed in Swansea. A 
number of lines are still to be constructed in this vicinity which 
will connect with this exchange. A line is also soon to be con- 
structed through the Hebron section of the county, from the 
Lexington exchange, which is to run to New Brookland. 


PIERRE, S. D.—The Dakota Central 


Kansas City, president 


Pleasanton Telephone 


of 25 pair cable, 


Company 


will build 
and west of 


Commercial Club 
extending north 


Telephone Company re- 


cently published a call for proposals for the construction of a 
fireproof telephone exchange in Pierre. 
SHERMAN, TEX.—Farmers in the vicinity of Van Alstyne, 


Texas, headed by W. L. McCord, have organized a rural company 
for the construction of lines for their convenience. It is reported 


that the company hoped to make connections with Van Alstyne, 
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and that a franchise has been requested, but it has not as yet 
been granted. Connection will be made, however, with the Inde- 
pendent telephone company located in Howe. 

DE PERE, WIS.—The Wayside Telephone Company has re- 
ceived two car loads of poles, and will soon begin to place them 
in preparation for the construction of lines. 

PULASKI, WIS.—Business men and farmers in the vicinity of 
Pulaski have formed a telephone company, and will soon con- 
struct telephone lines in the town and vicinity. J. Peplinski is 
president of the company. 

LARAMIE, WYO.—The Laramie Telephone Company will soon 
construct lines connecting various ranchmen and farmers living 
along the Sand Creek, with the Laramie exchange. The ranch- 
men have long been desirous of this connection and were about 
to construct the line themselves and informed the Laramie com- 
pany of their intentions. It is likely that later the line wil]! be 
extended to connect with the Little Medicine line. 

VER CRUZ, MEXICO.—The Vera Cruz Telephone 
which obtained a concession to construct and operate telephone 
exchanges and long distance lines in the state, is rapidly de- 
veloping its plans. It has acquired the old telephone system in 


Svndieate, 


this city and is making many important improvements, including 
the placing of cables underground and the installation of new 
equipment. It is constructing long distance telephone lines be- 
tween Vera Cruz and the cities of Orizaba, Cordoba, Jalapa 


and other places in the state. It expects to have its long dis 
tance lines finished and in operation in a few more weeks. 


ELECTIONS. 


FREEPORT, ILL.—The Stephenson County Telephone Com 


pany held a meeting of stockholders and elected the following 
directors: Chas. D. Knowlton, T. K. Best, Douglas Pattison, 
Wm. O. Wright, F. A. Read, L. A. Herrick, Dr. D. C. L. 
Mease, W A. Hance and E. T. Morse. 

WALKER’S ISLAND, IA.—The Walker’s Island Telephone 


Company has elected H. W. Meeker, president; Willis Manning, 
secretary; Bert Karst, treasurer; J. A. Green and W. VW. Knowl- 
ton, directors. It has been decided to add two or three miles 
of wire to the system, which will be put in around Brushy Bend. 

ZEELAND, MICH.—The stockholders of the Farmers’ Indepen- 
dent Telephone Company held their annual meeting recently. 
The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: Henry 
A. Lanning, president; Gerardus Lubbers, vice-president, and A. 
De Vries, treasurer. 


RICHMOND, MO.—Directors elected to serve the Polo & Rich- 
mond Telephone Company for the ensuing year are: D. A. Kel- 
mel, Frank Alder, Joseph Thompson and G. E. Higdon. 

ST. JOH'N, N. B.—At the annual meeting of the New Bruns 
wick Telephone Company the following directors were elected: 
S. H. White, Senator F. P, Thompson, F. B. Black, A. W 
Bennett, H. P. Robinson, R. O’Leary, W. B. Snowball, A. R 
Slipp, J. M. Robinson, G. W. Ganong, R. B. Emerson, L. C 
McFarlane, F. B. Carvell, J. L. McAvity, F. W. Sumner. The 
directors at a subsequent meeting elected. Mr. S. H. White, 
costing $35,000, will be erected on Chipman Hill, St ho! soon 
and it is proposed to seil stock of the company to pay for this 
work. The usual 6 per cent dividend for the year will he paid; 
$40,000 has been added to reserve, for depreciation which was 
formerly only $12,000. The surplus was increased by upwards 


of $1,100 and the earnings for the vear amounted to $271,738.64. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

ALTHEIMER, ARK.—Among the buildings destroyed in a 
recent $50,000 fire which occured in this place, was the telephone 
exchange. 

PINE BLUFF, ARK.—The 
heimer, near this place, 
telephone exchange was 

HAXTUN, COLO.—A guy wire which held the pole nearest 
the central office of the telephone company, broke, and let the 
pole fall to the ground, causing quite a mixup of wires. 

AUGUSTA, ILL.—The Shiloh Mutual Telephone 
install an exchange here soon. 

AURORA, ILL.—A fight is to be waged on the Chicago Tele- 
phone Company to compel it to pay into the city treasury $1 
for each telephone owned by the company and used in Aurora. 
It is estimated that this will mean $3,000 more to the city treas- 
ury annually. The Inter-State Telephone Company. paid its tax 
the first of the year. M. 

COLFAX, ILL.—The plant of the Colfax Telephone Company 
of which William Gaddis is manager, was slightly damaged by a 
tire which caused $50,000 damage to adjoining property. M. 

ROCK ISLAND, ILL.—On the target range located east of the 
Watch Tower at the Company A range, telephone lines have 
been strung connecting the two, three, four, five and six hun- 
dred yard firing line and into the pit. 

OMAHA, NEB.—The sum of $13.500 has been set aside for 
the construction of telephone systems at the camps of instruc- 


principal business blocks of AlI- 
were destroyed by fire recently, and the 
destroyed, 


Company will 


tion of the signal corps, near Fort Riley and Fort D. A. Rus- 
sell. 
UNDERGROUND. 
WATERLOO, IA.—At a council meeting recently, a comn ittee 


was appointed to look after the placing of all wires in the busi- 
ness district of the city in underground conduit. 











————— 





In the Rural Line Districts 


Geo. Huffman last week sold and delivered to the Farmers 
Telephone Company a good lot of telephone poles for the com- 
pany’s lines —Versailles (Mo.) Republican. 

H. A. Coombs is having the board partitions torn out of the 
second story of the telephone exchange building and replacing 
them with lath and plaster.—Dighton (Kan.) Herald 

The Chula telephone exchange was closed from Wednesday 
until Friday to change the wires to new cross-arms.—Chula 
Letter in Chillocothe (Mo.) Constitution. 

(he Sun Flower telephone line is in operation again, reach 
ing as far west as J. D. Murphy.—Bessie Correspondence in the 
( ordell ( Okla.) Bea On 


C. H. Munsell, manager of the Salisbury Telephone Com 
pany, was recently married to Miss Georgie Berry at Excelsior 
Springs. We congratulate —Salisbury L 
(Mo.) Recorder 


etter in Kevtesville 


Lightning struck a telephone wire at Mexico [Iriday while 
two workmen were talking and it knocked them off their feet 
and their arms were numb for an hour. But it didn’t stop 
the talking. Nothing short of a cyclone could prevent women 
from talking.—Loutsiana (Mo.) Press Journa 


John Lahr, who has charge of the Mutual Telephone office, 


Telephone companies are having lots of trouble with eaves- 
droppers. atrons of telephone lines don’t seem to realize 
that it is just as impolite to listen over a telephone line as to 
apply an ear to a keyhole.—Harrison (Ark.) Times. 

The State Tax Commission is in receipt of the following 
letter from the treasurer of a mutual telephone company: 

“To minnesota tax Commission: In rePly to youens Latter of 
Aprell 11 I will say that we are onley a Small formar Line and we 
mak no Money on it, we gat no inCome from the Telephone Line 
we hav to reise over On monney for to runnet. yours Truly.” 

The tax commission has not decided whether to push the 
claim against the mutual.—Svt. Paul (Minn.) Dispatch 


The Sunflower telephone men were repairing the line Tues 
day, as the recent fine rain was preventing them from work 
ing in their fields—Fairmont Correspondence in the Pleasan 
ton (Kan.) Observer. 


The poles are being set into the city this week for the 4] 
telephone line, which will soon be in working order.—Gillette 


(Wyo.) News. 


The Lake County Telephone Company is putting in cable, 
which means that its system will be up-to-date ' throughout 
Libertyville (Ind.) Independent. 

Che new telephone line from the west is No. 27 and has six 
subscribers—J. C. Renshaw, Lou Stackhouse, Robt. Feather 
stone, S. H. Douglass, Wm. Nichols, Wm. Ross The Era 


























spent Sunday visiting home folks in Maryville—BAur/ington would be pleased to receive items over this line. as well 
lunction News in the Maryville (Mo.) Republica others, at any time.—Rochester (Mich.) / 
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Mr. Jones of Belgrade, who recently bought out the local 


telephone exchange, moved to town today to get ready to 
ope:ate the telephone system. We extend with our citizens a 


cordial welcome to Mr. Jones and his family in our city, wish- 
ing them success in their new business.—Smith City Letter in 


Nevada (Ark.) Herald. 
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